
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
President’s message  
 

Dear EFN Members and Colleagues,  

 

I hope you all have had restful summer holidays! 

 

For the EFN the lobby work continues on several 

dossiers, such as the Directive 2013/55/EU that will 

need to be implemented by January 2016. The EFN 

Working Group on Competencies is doing a great job in 

this area in order to ensure that the changes of the 

Directive are appropriately implemented in the nursing schools. 
Furthermore, the EU study on CPD is coming to an end at the beginning of 

October and the final report will be published soon!  

 

As regards the health workforce and the role of nurses in improving the 

efficiency of health systems, the EFN is carrying on its lobbying activity 

through different EU projects and initiatives, such as SmartCare, the Joint 

Action on EU Health Workforce, ESCO and the eHealth Stakeholder Group. 

The planning and forecasting of the nursing workforce next to the work on 

the four categories of the nursing care continuum and its related skills & 
competences will be at the heart of the EFN work for the next months, 

where an united nurses’ voice is strongly needed!  

 

This united voice is also needed towards the newly elected European 

Parliament as a strong lobby is needed now the new MEPs have been 

assigned to the respective Committees. The EFN Manifesto will guide us 

towards bringing EU politics and policy-making closer to the citizens by 

making change possible there where people work and live. 

 

Last but not least, the ENS4Care project, coordinated by EFN, has made 
enormous progress in the last months and the first draft guidelines will be 

presented by the Work Package Leaders at the next ENS4Care GA that will 

take place in Dublin on 22 October, just the day before the EFN GA.  

 

Finally, I hope to see you all in Dublin on 23-24 October for our next EFN 

GA, where we will discuss key political topics now the European Parliament 

Committees are put together. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all in Dublin. 
 

Marianne Sipilä  

EFN President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

News from EFN 

Joint Action on Patient Safety & Quality of Care (JA PaSQ)  
The EFN attended one of the PaSQ exchange events organised by “Haute 

Autorité de la Santé” (JA PaSQ Coordinator) aiming at sharing best 

practices in accreditation of health professionals and standards on quality of 
care and patient safety. Three practices that had been submitted to PaSQ 

were presented: Austrian standards on patient safety, and two systems of 

accreditation of health professionals in Spain and France. This exchange 

was very relevant to the PaSQ sustainability and the development of a 

permanent EU network on Quality and Safety based on the final 

recommendations due in March 2015. It is expected to continue the 

knowledge transfer through the PaSQ website, with a special focus on 

patient involvement and empowerment, accompanied with a European peer 

review system for care quality improvement, rapid exchange mechanism 

for patient safety solutions and the integration of the commission 
mechanism system SEAL. EFN members will exchange views on these 

developments during the upcoming October General Assembly taking place 

in Dublin.   

 

Joint Action on Health Workforce Planning & Forecasting (EUHWF) 

In the last months, the Joint Action has shared good practices on existing 

quantitative methodologies in different countries to plan and forecast the 

health workforce, with particular focus on doctors, dentists, nurses, 

pharmacists and midwives. A “Handbook” of methodologies will be created, 
to provide guidance to those governments willing to start or improve their 

health workforce planning and forecasting at national/regional level. Italy 

and Portugal volunteered to do a pilot case study in 2015 to test and 

validate the Handbook. EFN will explore how to contribute to the Handbook 

and the pilots’ preparation as the main concerns relate to the existing 

methodologies which cannot be deployed for nursing and the lack of good 

and comparable data to plan the nursing workforce. More dialogue is 

needed to advance the Joint Action in such a way that it benefits the 

profession, especially in times of ongoing cuts in the health and social care 

sector. 
 

eHealth Stakeholder Group 

Within the EFN partnership with the eHealth Stakeholder Group, DG 

Connect asked EFN to take the leadership in the development of an EU 

Policy Report on Health Workforce eSkills. The EFN Secretary General, Paul 

De Raeve, presented a first draft which was well received by the 

stakeholders. All group members, and in particular the health professionals 

represented (CPME, PGEU, CED), were invited to provide input to the report 

to represent the health professions perspective on the development of 
eSkills. This policy document will serve to orient new actions to put “flesh 

on the bones” of the eHealth roadmap. The digital agenda for Europe can 

be strengthened by designing and developing eSkills for all health 

professionals through their basic education and continuous professional 

development. Within this context, it is important following up the Estonian 

eHealth Task Force developing the Estonian eHealth Strategic Development 

Plan 2020, along with a detailed implementation plan. The Task Force’s 

term for the completion of tasks is November 2015. 

 

Continuous Professional Development study 
Within the context of the EU Study on Mapping CPD for health professionals 

in the EU led by CPME, the EFN and the other four sectoral health 

professions organised an expert meeting in Brussels. From the EFN 

members, Dorota Kilanska, Jolanta Zalite, Veronika Di Cara, Lucia Leite and 

Paola Domingos attended the event. From the nursing community, the EFN 

invited Anne Marie Ryan (Irish Nursing Board), Anne Lekeux and Christophe 

Debout (FINE), and Zoltan Balogh (Hungarian Health Professionals 

Chamber).  
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“Shifts in roles of professionals may change the nature of 

primary care and require its providers to have 
comprehensive generalist training in a community setting. 

Primary care practices, combining physicians and nurses, 

provide the optimal service provision and enable a broad 

range of clinical tasks to be carried out at the primary 

level, thereby increasing quality, safety and cost 

effectiveness in patient treatment” Extract from the 

‘Definition of a frame of reference in relation to primary 

care with a special emphasis on financing systems and 

referral systems’, European Commission, 10 July 2014 

http://www.pasq.eu/
http://www.euhwforce.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/news/ehealth-stakeholder-group-members
http://ec.europa.eu/health/expert_panel/opinions/docs/004_definitionprimarycare_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/expert_panel/opinions/docs/004_definitionprimarycare_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/expert_panel/opinions/docs/004_definitionprimarycare_en.pdf


 

All health professionals met to discuss the importance of CPD and possible 

steps forward in a multidisciplinary way. EFN is therefore grateful to the DG 
Sanco Commissioner Tony Borg for recognising the strength of the health 

professions in leading and researching topics relevant for EU policy design. 

Although a large variety of systems among countries and professions 

exists, everybody agreed on the need to ensure that health professionals 

can follow CPD and that employers give them time to follow it. As regards 

nurses, mandatory CPD is the most common trend and should be like this 

in all countries. Taking into account the results of the workshop and 

previous deliverables done in the context of the study, the consortium will 

develop a set of recommendations for future EU actions on CPD 

 
8th INP/APNN Conference 2014 

The EFN was invited to speak at the APNN Conference 2014, hosted by the 

Finnish Nurses Association in Helsinki from 18 to 20 August. The event 

gathered together nurses, researchers, educators, policy makers, and 

managers from all over the world to share knowledge and views on the 

advanced nursing practice locally and globally. The EFN presented the 

ENS4Care project, which aims at developing evidence-based guidelines on 

the role played by the Advanced Nurse Practitioners (ANP) in the 

deployment of eHealth services. It was evidenced how the knowledge and 
competences of the ANP can promote health care access and better patient 

outcomes. 

 

News from the EU  

New European Parliament and Commission 

During the month of July the new elected EU Parliament met for the first 
time in Strasbourg and re-elected Martin Schulz (S&D) as EP President. The 

new EP Committees were formed and the related Chairs and Vice-Chairs 

nominated and voted. On 15 July, Jean-Claude Juncker (EPP), was elected 

by the EP as new EU Commission President, replacing José-Manuel Barroso. 

Juncker will now start building his team. Following the unsuccessful 

European Council of 16 July, which failed to reach agreement on nominees 

for the other top positions in the EU, the ball has been passed to Juncker to 

make some proposals on the Commissioners. EU leaders will meet again to 

elect also the next President of the European Council, and the President of 

the Eurogroup. 
 

Conference on European Reference Network 

Introduced by the Directive of Patients’ Rights in Cross Border Healthcare, 

the European Reference Networks (ERN) aim to strengthen the exchange of 

expertise and to develop guidelines for the benefit of patients and citizens. 

The EFN participated in the public consultation on the criteria to establish 

the ERN and for the centres to join them, and elaborated a position 

statement on the criteria from a nursing perspective. At the end of 2015, 

the Commission will publish a manual for assessing the proposals for ERN 
that will be evaluated by an independent accreditation team and approved 

by Member States. A call for tender concerning the development of a 

manual and toolbox for the assessment of ERN was published in July with 

deadline 12 September. Regardless who wins the call, EFN expressed 

already its concern to the Commission that any tool to be developed should 

incorporate nursing sensitive data to measure impact and outcomes. 

 

Possible impacts of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 

Partnership on social and health services  
The Social Platform together with SOLIDAR, the European Federation of 

Public Services Union (EPSU) and the European Public Health Alliance 

(EPHA) organised a debate on 17 June on the ‘possible impacts of the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) on social and health 

services’. Civil society and international organisations are calling on the 

European Commission to explicitly exclude public services, including social 

and health services, from the ongoing TTIP negotiations. Nevertheless, the 

TTIP leads to some Member States focussing on nursing services, being 

excluded from the exclusion. EFN is in contact with the Commissioner to 

explore Member States actions on liberalising long term care. The upcoming 
EFN Executive and General Assembly will evaluate the impact of the 

bilateral and TTIP agreement on nurses and nursing. 

 

Publications & Consultations 

Patient Safety Package 

The Commission published the 2nd implementation report of the Council 
Recommendations on Patient Safety and HealthCare associated infections of 

2009. The package included the conclusions on the Public Consultation on 

Patient Safety and Quality of Care (EFN input) and 2 reports prepared by 

the High level Group on Quality of Care and Patient safety (EFN is a 

member). Still a lot to do on implementing provisions on patient 

empowerment and in particular on education and training of health 
professionals, although progress has been made on defining national 

strategies for patient safety and systems for patients and professionals to 

report adverse events. The Italian EU Presidency will advance this agenda.  

 

The Single Market Scoreboard 

DG MARKT’s online Single Market Scoreboard went live in English, French 

and German. It covers EU28 and EEA, offering a traffic light chart of each 

country’s performance in transposition, infringement, public procurement, 

and implementation of transnational instruments such as IMI and SOLVIT. 

See http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/scoreboard/index_en.htm 
 

Development and Coordination of a Network of Nurse Educators and 

Regulators  

In July 2014 the final report on the project “Development and Coordination 

of a Network of Nurse Educators and Regulators” was published. The aim of 

this project was to initiate a Europe-wide exchange about educational 

standards and legal regulations of employment for assistant staff within the 

healthcare sector. The target group was healthcare assistants (HCA) and 

“lower skilled nurses”, i.e. care staff below the qualification level of “nurses 
responsible for general care” according to the Directive 2013/55/EU. 

Interestingly, the day of releasing the report, a new call was published as a 

follow up study in which the competencies of HCA are mapped throughout 

the EU. The EFN categories of the Nursing Care Continuum (2014) can be 

used to support the design of the training of HCAs in the EU and Europe. 

 

Access to healthcare for the most vunerable in a Europe in social 

crisis 

Doctors of the World published a report on access to health for the most 
vulnerable people. The economic and financial crisis has hit especially those 

people living already in very bad conditions.  

 

Definition of a frame of reference in relation to primary care with a 

special emphasis on financing systems and referral systems  

The Expert Panel on Effective Ways of Investing in Health (EXPH) adopted 

the “Definition of a Frame of Reference in Relation to Primary Care with 

Special Emphasis on Financing Systems and Referral Systems” on 10 July 

2014. The publication built on the results of a public consultation, to which 

the EFN members contributed. The report highlights the increasing 
importance of primary care, as part of the integrated care model, where the 

multidisciplinary approach and the role of nurses are two key elements to 

make it successful. EFN members will discuss the document in October to 

elaborate concrete proposals. EFN members take therefore this opportunity 

to thank the Professors advising the Commissioner for this concrete 

deliverable of high importance for nurses and nursing.  

 

Country-specific recommendations 

The European Commission published a set of country-specific 
recommendations for actions in 2014 in order to strengthen the policy 

actions at national level to boost growth and increase job and 

competitiveness. As regards health, the Commission continues highlighting 

the importance of the healthcare system reforms to ensure cost-

effectiveness and their sustainability. Given the increasing ageing 

population, part of the recommendations focused on the urgent need to 

strengthen the primary care sector, key area for action for the nursing 

workforce.  

 

Patient Information Leaflet on Clostridium Difficile Infection 
Astellas Pharma Europe Ltd developed a Patient Information Leaflet on 

Clostridium Difficile Infection (CDI), which provides simple information 

about CDI and useful guidance for patients, carers and staff in hospitals 

and nursing or long-term care homes to prevent CDI spreading or 

recurring. The booklet was created in collaboration with a focus group of 

clinical experts, and the UK Patient support group, C-diff Support. The 

booklet is a useful resource for raising awareness of CDI and helping to 

raise the standard of patient care. 

 
Study on telehealth nursing 

The National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN), located in 

Chicago, IL (USA) is conducting a study on telehealth nursing. An online 

survey is available to collect data on the involvement of nurses in 

telehealth.  

Agenda 

To view the upcoming meetings’ dates, click here. 
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http://www.nurses.fi/8th-icn-international-nurse-prac/
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ern/policy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/health/tender-05-2014_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/ttip/
http://ec.europa.eu/health/patient_safety/policy/package_en.htm
http://www.efnweb.be/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/EFN-answer-to-EU-Public-Consultation-Patient-Safety-Quality-of-Care-19-02-2014.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/scoreboard/index_en.htm
http://www.hca-network.eu/downloads/SANCO%201%202009%20Final%20Report%202014.pdf
http://www.hca-network.eu/downloads/SANCO%201%202009%20Final%20Report%202014.pdf
http://mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/resources/publications/new-report-2014/
http://mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/resources/publications/new-report-2014/
http://ec.europa.eu/health/expert_panel/opinions/docs/004_definitionprimarycare_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/expert_panel/opinions/docs/004_definitionprimarycare_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/csr2014/overview_recommendations_2014_by_member_state.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/csr2014/overview_recommendations_2014_by_member_state.pdf
http://www.epgonline.org/anti-infectives-knowledge-network/disease-awareness/c-difficile-infections/patient-content/patient-guide/
http://www.epgonline.org/anti-infectives-knowledge-network/disease-awareness/c-difficile-infections/patient-content/patient-guide/
https://ncsbn.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_6tEmtX9cAoiWqah
https://ncsbn.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_6tEmtX9cAoiWqah
http://www.efnweb.be/?p=2493

