
 

 

 

 
 

 

President Message 
 

Dear EFN Members and Colleagues, 
 

I am particularly pleased to address this message to 

you as the newly elected EFN President. I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank all the EFN members for 

the trust and confidence you have in me leading EFN. I 

am very honoured! And I really look forward to working 

with you all in the coming years.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate and welcome the other 

elected Executive Committee Members: Milka Vasileva (from the Bulgarian 
Association of Health Professionals in Nursing), as the new EFN Treasurer, 

and Elizabeth Adams (Irish Nurses and Midwives Organisation) and 

Roswitha Koch (Swiss Nurses Association) as new members of the 

Executive Committee. Of course, I thank the outgoing Executive Committee 

members, Unni Hembre, Pierre Théraulaz and Dorota Kilanska for their hard 

work they have done all these years to make nurses and nursing more 

visible at EU level.   

 

As we all know, health and social care is facing huge changes in the EU, 
Europe and all over the world, and nurses are needed now more than ever 

to provide their input to the development of the European healthcare 

systems and nursing as an autonomous profession (Art 31 of the Directive 

2005/36/EC). The upcoming months/years will be very rich in challenges 

for EFN, with: an EU project on ehealth the EFN will coordinate from 

December 2013 onwards; the EU elections in May 2014; the free 

movement of healthcare professionals; and the implementation of the 

modernised Directive 36 on recognition of professional qualifications. 

Furthermore, the EFN will look at specific articles of the transposition of the 

cross-border healthcare Directive that should have been put into national 
legislation in all EU Member States (deadline was 25 October 2013). The EU 

enlargement and accession process stays high on EFN political agenda with 

candidate countries as Turkey, Montenegro, FYR Macedonia, Serbia, 

Armenia and Georgia coming closer to the EU with the professional nurses 

associations joining the EFN. 

 

On the European projects, especially the Joint Actions with the national 

governments leading “Patient Safety & Quality of Care” and “Healthcare 

Workforce Planning”, the EFN continues being critical and constructive 
towards the sustainability of the outcomes reached. The EFN has an 

important role to play in all these professional and political debates, and in 

building different strategic frameworks for action agreed by a large number 

of stakeholders. As EFN President, I will do my very best to ensure that the 

EFN continuous to be that strong voice and united voice for nurses and 

nursing in the EU. 

 

I am looking forward to meeting you soon. 

  

Marianne Sipilä 
EFN President  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
News from EFN 

EFN Autumn General Assembly, 26-17 September 2013  

The EFN members met in Skopje, FYR Macedonia, for the 99th EFN General 

Assembly, hosted by the Macedonian Association of Nurses and Midwives. 

During this successful meeting, the EFN members discussed several key 
political topics. The General Assembly adopted the EFN Strategic and 

Operational Lobby plan 2014-2020, next to the EFN Budget 2014-2015-

2016. The EFN Members developed a strategy to prepare for the EU 

elections in May 2014, while the delegated acts for the Directive 36 on 

Mutual Recognition of Professional Qualifications was further developed 

next to the importance of Continuous Professional Development reference 

in EU legislation. Therefore, the EFN active involvement in the EU project 

on CPD (lead CPME), together with the Dentists (CED), the Midwives (EMA), 

the Pharmacists (PGEU) and EPHA is an important milestone for future 
designs. The EFN members discussed extensively the EU Skills Council for 

Nursing (DG EMPL) as EFN represent over 60% of the entire nursing 

workforce. Position Statements on Patient Empowerment and Investing in 

Health became important lobby tools to advance the political agenda in a 

changing healthcare system. The EFN members elected new members of 

the Executive Committee. The next EFN General Assembly will be held in 

Brussels, on 10-11 April 2014, one month prior the EU election! 

Sharps Injuries – EFN data collection 

Taking further the approval of the Directive 2010/32/EU on Sharp Injuries, 

on 10 May 2010, and that it should have been implemented into national 
legislation by all the EU Member States since May 2013, the EFN has 

launched an online questionnaire aimed to reach healthcare professionals 

working in the field to understand how the Directive plays out into their 

daily practice. The 25 questions (available in several languages) will give 

nurse leaders, policy-makers and politicians a clear view on its state of play 

in the EU (+ EEA). The results will be compiled in a report to be presented 

at the European Biosafety Summit to be held in Warsaw on 2 December 

2013. You are more than welcome to provide your input – Deadline: 10 

November 2013. 

Joint Action on Patient Safety & Quality of Care (PaSQ)  

As associated partner, the EFN participated in the Joint Action meetings 

organised in the last weeks. On 30 September-1 October the members of 

WP7 (Network Sustainability) met in Bratislava, to discuss on the latest 

work package developments, on its work plan, and on future actions to be 

undertaken to ensure the sustainability of the project. This political 

discussion relates to accreditation and standardisation, especially within the 

context of the Cross-border healthcare Directive. On 17-18 October 2013, 

the project partners met in Paris for the 3rd PaSQ Coordination Meeting, 
which was an opportunity for all to be updated on the milestones reached 

and the progresses still to be made. Many Good Clinical and Organisational 

Practices have been identified in WP 4, WP5 and WP6 and those will be 

soon publicly available on PaSQ Website. The EFN Secretary General took 

this opportunity to congratulate Croatia, Denmark, Germany and Spain for 

their achieved outcomes and committed to keep on contributing to its 

successes. Furthermore, the partners believe that there is a need to bring 

again the political momentum to patient safety. Many EU Presidencies have 

focussed on Patient Safety (UK, Luxembourg) and upcoming EU 

Presidencies should pick it up again as this theme links to many EU 
legislative files, such as health professional’s mobility and mutual 

recognition of professional qualifications and the Directive 2011/24/EU on 

patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare. 

Smartcare 

As member of Smartcare EU project, the EFN participated in the meeting of 

the Interim Review Commission of the project, held on 15 October 2013, in 

Brussels. This Interim review aims to explore and demonstrate the added 

value and promote the wider adoption of integrated care through piloting 

the deployment of ICT supported care services at regional level. The project 
is aiming at enabling the delivery of integrated care to older European 

citizens to support them to live independent lives by providing the ICT tools 

needed to integrate care pathways across social and health service 

providers. The pathways, to be further developed and implemented, have 

been designed generically: discharge of patients and long-term 

independent living. Discharge of Patients is key to organise daily the work 

of the nurses with a strong emphasis on linking health and social care. 
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“Good examples in clinical practice show where the opportunities 

are in integrated care, cost effective and redesigned health 

systems, as well as in the use of eHealth as a support 

mechanism for clinicians. Although there are differences between 

the European Union (EU) and the United States (US) (and even 

among EU Member States), fostering cooperation to change 

challenges into opportunities necessitates taking practical actions 

to address solutions at the frontline and must go beyond a mere 
exchange of good practices.”  

Extract from the article “EU-US Memorandum of Understanding 

and Europeanisation: eHealth Services Standards of Care”, 

published in the European Journal of ePractice, October 2013. 
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EU Cross-Border Directive  
Invited by the Spanish General Council of Doctors to a Conference, held in 

Madrid on 11 October 2013, on the implementation, in Spain, of Directive 

2011/24/EU on the patient’s rights in cross-border healthcare, the EFN 

General Secretary explained that this Directive represents a major step 

forward to improve patients’ rights, better quality and safety conditions and 

continuity of care which is central to nursing. The EFN believes that an 

active engagement of the users and providers of healthcare services since 

the beginning of the design of the clinical pathways would lead to a better 

operationalization of the Directive (Deadline to implement it: 25 October 

2013). When it comes to nursing, standards of care and clinical pathways 
support European citizen to reach the same level of care in all EU Member 

States. As such, the Directive provides a set of rules aiming to facilitate the 

access to safe and high-quality cross-border healthcare, calling the EU 

Member States to enhance their cooperation to ensure equity in healthcare. 

To take this issue further, the EFN will start in December an EU project 

dealing with articles 4, 5, 10 & 12 of this Directive, namely on the use of e-

health services and the development of evidence based guidelines. 

eHealth/mHealth 

The EFN General Secretary was invited to participate in the think-tank 
Weber Shandwick panel discussion on e-health, mHealth and EU-US 

Memorandum of Understanding, on 15 October 2013. The objective of 

the meeting was to discuss the implementation of the eHealth Action 

Plan 2012-2020 and current policy initiatives, and how these could help 

foster collaboration at global level. A special focus was given to current 

and future prospects of eHealth cooperation between the European 

Union and the United States. MEP Pilar AYUSO, Rapporteur of the 

eHealth action plan 2012-2020, started her intervention by highlighting 

the total of amendments submitted to the action plan (120 amendments 
were received), and the importance of engaging health professionals in 

eHealth. The Commission representative addressed the issue of trust 

and the doctors not picking up e-health solutions while a German 

Industry argued that financial incentives could change this. Furthermore, 

the evidence based approach, the impossibility to do clinical trials was 

discussed. Marco D’Angelantonio, CEO, Health Information Management 

S.A. and managing Smartcare (in which the EFN is a partner) defended 

the MAST and quantitative evaluation, although supported EFN proposal 

to include a qualitative approach (ethnography) to measure impact and 

change. Finally, Ray PINTO, Senior Government Affairs Manager, 
Microsoft, showed the importance of well-functioning technologies in the 

integrated care system. Nurses depend on technologies & mHealth 

solutions that work so nurses could benefit from moving away from 

administrative paperwork to patient data in the cloud. 

A report published by PricewaterhouseCoopers, shows that the adoption 

of mHealth solutions, can not only be a support to healthcare delivery, 

but also reduce health expenditure by EUR 99 billion and add EUR 93 

billion to the overall EU GDP by 2017. These mHealth solutions can also 

influence patient behaviour to improve lifestyles, enable remote 
treatment of chronic conditions and equip healthcare providers to make 

better clinical decisions. As a result, patients can stay healthier and 

resources can be better used, whilst also limiting the demand for 

healthcare and lowering the costs of care. 

RENEWING HeALTH User Advisory Board 

The EFN participated in the RENEWING HeALTH User Advisory Board that 

took place on 8 October 2013, in the context of the Open Days 2013. 

RENEWING HeALTH is an EU project developed to implement large-scale 

test for the validation and evaluation of innovative telemedicine services, 

using a patient centred approach in which patients have a central role to 
play in the management of their diseases. Around 7.000 patients over 21 

pilot sites in 9 regions of Europe were recruited and the very positive 

results obtained are now being taken over by a new EU project - 

United4Health, aiming to assess the impact of these results at larger scale 

(recruit 13.000 patients over 14 countries in Europe). From a nursing 

perspective the most relevant point was the study conducted by the Region 

of Southern Denmark – Pilot led by Anne Sorknæs & co-financed by the 

Danish Nurses’ Organisation (EFN Member) - in which nurses undertake a 

scheduled tele-consultation (through video conference) with a patient, 
being at home, and the data transmitted from the devices (at patient’s 

house) to a system in the hospital. As such, the nurse was able to assess 

the patient’s conditions and take appropriate actions. In this European Year 

of Citizens 2013, this project is a good illustration of how working together 

across Europe can be beneficial for European citizens in their daily 

life/health. The final project results will be available in 2014.   

Effective health investments through structural funds 

On 9 October 2013, the EFN participated in the Open Days 2013 workshop 

on “Effective health investments through structural funds”, held in Brussels, 

which brought together EU, national, regional and local policy/decision-

makers; authorities managing and evaluating cohesion policy programmes 

and projects; academics, students and researchers. The workshop made it 
clear that investments through European Structural and Investment Funds 

(ESIF) in health should be more efficient and effective, as has been 

advocated for many years now by EFN. Therefore, some opportunities for 

the use of ESIF in health were presented, including a new tool being 

developed by a group of Ministries of Health. With a total budget of 325 

billion euro, the forthcoming 2014-20 programme is notable for its 

emphasis on establishing stronger results. The allocation country per 

country has still to be defined. The programmes at national level will be 

published beginning 2014. 

ENSA Annual Meeting 
Invited as speaker at the Annual General Meeting of the European Nursing 

Students’ Association (ENSA) organised in Istanbul, on 4-6 October 2013, 

the EFN General Secretary expressed the importance of the modernised 

Directive 36 establishing the key conditions for nurses’ education. The 

students acknowledge the need to have common competences to deliver 

quality and safety healthcare, mainly when moving across Europe (more 

and more nursing students enrich their professional experience by working 

in another country). The EFN General Secretary thanked ENSA for their 

pressure on the European Parliament while trialogue meetings were on-
going. The nursing students also showed their enthusiasm, motivation and 

willingness to move things forward and make change happen, especially 

with the upcoming EFN project on evidence based guidelines for eHealth 

services in nursing and social care. As such, the new elected board decided 

to work closely with the EFN to make nurses’ research capacity stronger at 

EU level. 

 
News from the EU 

Directive 36 & European Professional Card  

On 9 October 2013, the European Parliament voted the text of a legislative 

proposal amending Directive 2005/36/EC on Recognition of Professional 
Qualifications, for which the EFN lobbied hard for the past few years, ending 

up with a successful outcome for all the nurses and the nursing profession 

in the EU. The Council is now expected to approve this same text in 

November 2013. Adopted in first reading, the amended Directive will enter 

into force by the end of this year or beginning of 2014 with a transition 

period of 2 years.  

One of the important elements of the revised Directive is the European 

Professional Card (EPC), aiming at simplifying the recognition of 

professional qualifications. As such, the European Commission has launched 
a call for expression of interest inviting representative professional 

organisations and associations at national and EU level to express an 

interest in the introduction of this EPC for their respective professions, 

knowing that the EPC can only be introduced for professions which meet 

the criteria set out in the Directive in terms of the possible mobility 

between Member States, regulation of the profession in Member States 

and, the interest of the professionals. Therefore, not all the professions will 

be able to benefit from this card at European level. Deadline to send your 

expression of interest to the European Commission: 22 November 2013. 

European Commission Work Programme for 2014 
The European Commission adopted, last 22 October 2013, its Work 

Programme for 2014, focussing on growth, the digital agenda and the free 

movement of workers. It identifies ICT and health and social care as one of 

the key priorities, and stresses the need to invest in education and skills 

and increased labour mobility. As such, drivers for boosting education, 

training, skills, employment and social cohesion will be reinforced through 

the implementation of EU wide programs, such as Erasmus+. The European 

Commission also identifies the European Structural and Investment Funds 

as key topic for 2014; and expresses that the EU needs to support 
investment in innovation and research through a full implementation of the 

Horizon 2020 programme. 

 
Publications 

Health in all policies - Improving health for all EU citizens 

The European Commission DG Health and Consumers has launched a new 

publication on “Improving health for all EU citizens” as part of a series that 

explains what the EU does in different policy areas, why the EU is involved 

and what the results are. 

 
Agenda 

To view the upcoming meetings’ dates, click here. 
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