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President’s Message 
 
Dear EFN Members and Colleagues, 
 

The changes in healthcare in 
the recent years have shown 
how important the work in the 
EFN is. We have the past years 
faced many different challenges 
and to mention a few: the fight 
for continuing professional 
development, the continuing 
work for better patient safety, 

and the work to secure the best basic education 
for nurses. All this and much more have only 
been possible because we can speak on behalf of 
all nurses in Europe with one voice. 
 
Looking into the future, the challenges will 
continue and we will have to approach new ones 
as well. It will be essential that we lobby for the 
best conditions for patients in a more globalized 
healthcare world, but we will also strive to 
develop and maintain a good public healthcare 
sector with good working conditions for nurses. 
It is a core issues if we want it to be possible to 
recruit and retain a professional pool of nurses, 
which in the future will be the most important 
profession in health with more elderly people and 
more people with chronic diseases.  
 
I am confident that we, in the EFN, will continue 
to improve our work for the patients and the 
nurses throughout Europe. 
 
Being happy to have had the opportunity to be 
the head of the EFN the last years it is now time 
to pass on the baton being confident that the 
EFN also, in the future, will be a strong 
organization which will be heard throughout 
Europe. 
 

Grete Christensen 
EFN President 
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News from EFN  
 
WHO Regional Committee for Europe 
The EFN participated in the 60th session of the WHO Regional Committee for Europe, that took 
place in Moscow-Russia, on 13-16 September 2010, and which brought together Ministers and 
representatives from the 52 countries in the WHO European Region. The main political 
discussions were on the development of a new European health policy for the WHO European 
Region with the focus on a renewed commitment to strengthening health systems and 
strengthening public health capacity and services, including prevention and promotion. The 
development of a new strategy for partnerships is central and will be presented to the 2011 
Regional Committee. The Regional Director, Zsuzsanna Jakab, and John Dali, European 
Commissioner for Health and Consumer Policy in the EU, adopted a joint declaration, seeking to 
strengthen policy dialogue and technical cooperation on public health. The declaration outlines 
the framework for cooperation for the next five years and envisages the development of joint 
systems for health surveillance, alert and information, and stronger collaboration on the country 
level. The next session of WHO RC will take place on 12-15 September 2011, in Azerbaijan. 
 
EU Workforce for Health 
The EFN was present in Strasbourg during the European Parliament Plenary Session that took 
place from 6 to 9 September 2010, to promote the European Parliament Written Declaration on 
the EU Workforce for Health. Once again, the majority of the MEPs contacted welcomed the 
Declaration and expressed their interest in nurses and nursing. Being in line with the EFN 
Position on the EU Workforce for Health, the Declaration coded N° 40/2010, and tabled by the 
five MEPs - Oana Elena Antonescu MEP (Romania, EPP), Jean Lambert MEP (UK, Greens/EFA), 
Antonyia Parvanova MEP (Bulgaria, ALDE), Marc Tarabella MEP (Belgium, S&D) and Thomas 
Ulmer MEP (Germany, EPP), has been signed by 182 MEPs, which ranks it amongst the 
declarations that collected the most signatures since May. The EFN expressed its satisfaction 
that some important personalities have signed the Written Declaration, such as: Rebecca Harms 
(President of the Greens), Isabelle Durant (Vice-president of the European Parliament - and a 
nurse), Danuta Hübner (former EU Commissioner – Poland), and Corinne Lepage (Vice-
president of the ENVI Committee). Even if not adopted, with the great amount of signatures it 
collected the Written Declaration has the power to input the Council Conclusions expected to be 
adopted by the end of the year. As a follow-up of this campaign, the EFN will organise an event 
on the EU Workforce for Health, on 27 October 2010, in the European Parliament (Brussels).  
 
Furthermore, the EFN and its members from Italy, Norway, Poland, Portugal, and Iceland, 
participated in the Ministerial Conference on the EU Workforce for Health “Investing in Europe's 
health workforce of tomorrow”, organised by the Belgian EU Presidency in Brussels, on 9-10 
September 2010. Taking into account the common challenges the EU Member States are facing 
in ensuring and maintaining an adequate workforce to meet the changing and in growing health 
needs, the Belgian EU Presidency decided to draw political priority, in the field of health, to the 
need to invest in sufficient, motivated and well-skilled health professionals, to raise the 
awareness for the problem, and to support the European Commission’s efforts in developing a 
joint action to support national and regional policies in this area. Moreover, the Belgian EU 
presidency - which is urging the next presidency to continue this process - identified 4 main 
areas for follow up at EU level: The need for and access of health professionals – planning for a 
sustainable and sufficiently skilled health workforce; How to plan for new skills and task shifting 
in the future health workforce; How to create a better working environment for health 
professionals; and How to create a learning environment for health professionals which 
promotes and increases quality and patient safety. Being crucial for the nurses and nursing, the 
EFN has set the agenda for EU Workforce for Health pro-actively and stressed the importance 
that the political commitment stays in upcoming EU Presidencies, Hungary, Poland, Denmark 
and Cyprus. By then, the end of 2012, we should be clear on how to tackle the main challenges 
for the EU Workforce. 
 
CALLIOPE & CALLepSO 
The EFN participated in the joint CALLIOPE/CALLepSO meeting held in Athens, Greece on 2-3 
September 2010, with the objective: to provide an opportunity for consultation of epSOS task 
leaders with the EU stakeholders (in particular with the health professional groups and the 
patient organisations) on key aspects of legal and ethical challenges addressed in epSOS (Key 
topics of interest to nurses and nursing: patient summaries and ePrescription); and to facilitate 
a timely integration of epSOS experiences into the work performed by CALLIOPE, mainly the 
proposal for an EU eHealth interoperability Road Map and recommendations for its 
implementation. The EFN provided input to the EU eHealth interoperability Road Map and 
recommendations for its implementation. The outcome of Calliope is therefore perceived as a 
start of the Joint Action and Thematic Network on e-health.  
 
 
 

EFN UPDATE OCTOBER 2010  

http://www.euro.who.int/en/who-we-are/governance/regional-committee-for-europe
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/122230/RC60_eRes6.pdf
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/122230/RC60_eRes6.pdf
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/122228/RC60_eRes4.pdf
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/121601/RC60_edoc12add1.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+WDECL+P7-DCL-2010-0040+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+WDECL+P7-DCL-2010-0040+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.efnweb.eu/version1/en/documents/EFNResponsetoDGSancoGreenPaperonEUWorkforceforHealth26032009.pdf
http://www.efnweb.eu/version1/en/documents/EFNResponsetoDGSancoGreenPaperonEUWorkforceforHealth26032009.pdf
http://www.eutrio.be/ministerial-conference-investing-health-professionals-tomorrow-europe
http://www.eutrio.be/ministerial-conference-investing-health-professionals-tomorrow-europe
http://www.eutrio.be/pressrelease/investing-europe-s-health-workforce-tomorrow-scope-innovation-and-collaboration
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AGENDA 

 
OPEN DAYS – 8th European Week of Regions and 
Cities 
4-7 October 2010, Brussels, Belgium 
 
13th European Health Forum Gastein 
6-9 October 2010, Bad Hofgastein, Austria 
 
8th European Federation of Nurse Educators 
(FINE) conference on “Advancing Nursing 
Education: Research, Quality and Innovation” 
6-9 October 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
 
Design & Health Europe 2010 International 
Symposium 
7-8 October 2010, Brussels, Belgium 
 
Conference on ‘Quality of Life for ageing people 
at work’ 
10-12 October 2010, Bruges, Belgium 
 
Hanover workshop “Towards enhanced eHealth 
governance in Europe: What next for cross-
border healthcare and further deployment of 
sustainable ICT applied to health? 
12 October 2010, Brussels, Belgium 
 
International eHealth Conference 
13-15 October 2010, Tallinn, Estonia 
 
European University Association (EUA) meeting 
on ‘Bologna Process and DIR36’ 
14 October 2010, Brussels, Belgium 
 
Event on ‘Youth Health Inequalities’ 
14 October 2010, Brussels, Belgium 
 
EU Health Policy Forum (EUHPF)   
21 October 2010, Brussels, Belgium 
 
International symposium on “Patient Safety” 
26 October 2010, Brussels, Belgium 
 
Informal meeting of the Ministers for gender 
equality 
26 October 2010, Brussels, Belgium 
 
EFN-EPHA Conference on EU Workforce for 
Health 
27 October 2010, Brussels, Belgium 
 
2nd International Conference on Violence in the 
Health Sector 
27-28 October 2010, Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands 
 
EFN Autumn General Assembly 
28-29 October 2010, Brussels, Belgium 
 
Seminar on “Active labour market policies for the 
EU 2020-strategy: ways to move forward” 
28-29 October 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
 
Conference on “Reducing Health Inequalities 
from a regional perspective” 
8-9 November 2010, Genk, Belgium 
 
2nd Workshop on Patients’ Engagement in Health 
Technology Assessment (HTA) 
17 November 2010, Brussels, Belgium 
 
European Antibiotic Awareness Day  
18 November 2010, Brussels, Belgium 
 
Institute of Nursing Science - University of Basel 
- 10 Years Anniversary Conference 
24 November 2010, Basel, Switzerland 
 

News from the EU 
 
Patient's rights in cross-border healthcare 
The Council adopted on 13 September 2010 its first reading position on the draft directive on 
the application of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare, on the basis of a compromise 
proposal of the Spanish EU Presidency. The compromise text reflects the Council’s intention to 
fully respect the case law of the European Court of Justice on the patients’ rights in cross-
border healthcare while preserving member states’ rights to organise their own healthcare 
systems. The Council’s position should now be sent to the European Parliament for its second 
reading. Meeting on 28 September 2010, the ENVI Committee of the European Parliament 
discussed this issue. It was clearly stressed that the European Parliament is not satisfied with 
the proposal made by the Council as it is too simplified and many important points are missing 
- For example, the Council is not providing details on the Independent national contact points 
that must be established to inform patients, while it is essential those points are well defined 
and work together to insure interoperability. The patients need to have clear and concise 
information about the treatment and the medical personnel which will be giving it. As a follow-
up, MEP Françoise Grossetête (EPP - FR) - rapporteur for the directive - will be submitting 
almost all the amendments already voted on first reading (Deadline for amendments: 30 
September - Vote in Committee: 27-28 October 2010). 
 
Protecting patients - Pharmacovigilance 
Meeting on 22 September, the MEPs approved by a huge majority a new plan 
(pharmacovigilance) aiming to protect patients, which involves a better monitor of damage 
incurred by some medicines, better protection and information to the patients as regards the 
use of medicines and their side effects. Therefore, the creation of EU and national web portals 
to provide information on medicinal products and their proven side effects, will lead to the 
collation of all the necessary information by presenting assessment reports, product feature 
summaries, as well as information leaflets. This new legislation should be implemented within 
18 months of its publication in the EU Official Journal. 
 
Public consultation - EU programmes on education and training (2014-2020) 
The current European programme on education and training, called “Lifelong Learning 
Programme” will run until 31 December 2013. In this context, the European Commission 
launched a public consultation on the Education and training programme to replace the current 
Lifelong Learning programme beginning of 2014, in order to gather views from a large 
audience, both individuals and professionals, public and private, involved or interested in 
education and training within the EU and in non EU countries. The deadline for contributions is 
30 November 2010. 
 
Role of women in an ageing society 
The European Parliament adopted, on 7 September 2010, a report on the “Role of women in an 
ageing society”, which stresses that ageing women are in an especially vulnerable situation: 
Wage differences between men and women, for example, and interruptions in women's careers, 
due to caring duties, lead to ageing women having lower wealth and pensions than men. Even 
though the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights reinforced anti-discrimination legislation, the 
monitoring of discrimination is still not efficient enough. Therefore, the European Parliament is 
asking the European Commission to propose an action plan by the end of 2011, which would 
include, for example: measures to guarantee the quality of treatment and evaluation of 
sufficient research resources; a yearly report on the violations of the rights of the ageing and 
on the actions that are carried out both on the EU level and nationally to eliminate age 
discrimination.  
 
EU new strategy on gender equality 
The European Commission adopted on 21 September a five-year strategy for promoting 
equality between men and women in Europe, which aims to make better use of women’s 
potential, and to help to achieve the general socio-economic goals of the EU. This strategy 
translates the principles set out in the European Commission’s Women’s Charter into specific 
measures based around five priorities: economy and labour market; equal pay; equality in 
senior positions; tackling gender violence; and promoting equality beyond the EU. 
 
“The challenges of growth, employment and social cohesion” 
The International Labour Organization (ILO), in collaboration with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the Norwegian authorities, organised on 13 September 2010 a conference, in 
Oslo, on “The challenges of growth, employment and social cohesion”. The objective of this 
conference was to explore new ways of creating jobs as part of a sustainable recovery plan 
from the global financial crisis, and to encourage a global discussion of the rise of 
unemployment since 2008 and possible measure to counteract this development, broadening it 
to include social cohesion and not only involving national governments, but also international 
organizations, labour and business leaders, as well as academics. The heads of the IMF and the 
ILO, along with other leaders, called for a broad international commitment to a jobs-focused 
policy response to the global economic downturn. 
 
Publications 
 
Report on geographical and labour market mobility 
The European Commission (EUROBAROMETRE) published a new report setting out in a 
consolidated way the rights of Europeans to live and work in another EU country, also providing 
an update on legal developments in the past decade. The study shows that currently 2.3% of 
people in the EU live abroad, 17% of Europeans envisage working abroad in the future, and 

48% would consider looking for work in another country or region if they were to lose their job. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/od2010/index.cfm?nmenu=1&sub=100
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/od2010/index.cfm?nmenu=1&sub=100
http://www.ehfg.org/index.php
http://www.fine-europe.eu/en/conferences/prochaine.html
http://www.fine-europe.eu/en/conferences/prochaine.html
http://www.fine-europe.eu/en/conferences/prochaine.html
http://www.designandhealth.com/Events/Design-Health-Europe-2010.aspx
http://www.designandhealth.com/Events/Design-Health-Europe-2010.aspx
http://www.eutrio.be/quality-life-ageing-people-work-0
http://www.eutrio.be/quality-life-ageing-people-work-0
http://www.hanovercomms.eu/news-events/upcoming-events/ehealth-governance-in-europe/default.aspx
http://www.hanovercomms.eu/news-events/upcoming-events/ehealth-governance-in-europe/default.aspx
http://www.hanovercomms.eu/news-events/upcoming-events/ehealth-governance-in-europe/default.aspx
http://www.hanovercomms.eu/news-events/upcoming-events/ehealth-governance-in-europe/default.aspx
http://www.ehealthtallinn2010.org/
http://www.eua.be/events/upcoming/recognition-of-professional-qualififcations/event-registration.aspx?invcode=75e54ed0-1fa3-4d81-ab97-6587040f9bf7
http://www.eua.be/events/upcoming/recognition-of-professional-qualififcations/event-registration.aspx?invcode=75e54ed0-1fa3-4d81-ab97-6587040f9bf7
http://www.youthforum.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=848&lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/health_forum/policy_forum_en.htm
http://publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/events/AJ26-PPE3.php
http://www.eutrio.be/informal-meeting-ministers-gender-equality
http://www.eutrio.be/informal-meeting-ministers-gender-equality
http://www.efnweb.eu/
http://www.efnweb.eu/
http://www.oudconsultancy.nl/Violence-Healthsector/program.html
http://www.oudconsultancy.nl/Violence-Healthsector/program.html
http://www.efnweb.eu/
http://www.eutrio.be/active-labour-market-policies-eu-2020-strategy-ways-move-forward
http://www.eutrio.be/active-labour-market-policies-eu-2020-strategy-ways-move-forward
http://www.healthinequalities2010.be/RHN_EN.aspx
http://www.healthinequalities2010.be/RHN_EN.aspx
http://www.epposi.org/web/activities/upcoming-events/_event/patients-involvement-in-health-technology-assessment/EventDetail.aspx
http://www.epposi.org/web/activities/upcoming-events/_event/patients-involvement-in-health-technology-assessment/EventDetail.aspx
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/eaad/Pages/Home.aspx
http://nursing.unibas.ch/institut/10-jahre-ins/
http://nursing.unibas.ch/institut/10-jahre-ins/
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/10/st11/st11038-re02.en10.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/116482.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/821/821330/821330en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/821/821330/821330en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20100921IPR83194/
http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/doc78_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/doc78_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=LifelongLearning&lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture/consult/llp_en.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+REPORT+A7-2010-0237+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+REPORT+A7-2010-0237+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1149&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/president/news/documents/pdf/20100305_1_en.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm
http://www.osloconference2010.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_337_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=847

