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President’s Message 
 
Dear EFN Members and Colleagues, 
 

Climate is on both the national and 
international agenda. In December 
most of the leading people of the 
world will be gathered in 
Copenhagen to the COP 15 meeting 
– It is my hope they will reach a 
strong political agreement that can 
slow down the severe consequences 
of the climate changes that will also 

affect us in Europe as citizens and as nurses.  
 
We can be hit by new diseases we have not seen 
before, and that will affect our work in the years to 
come. But it also gives us an opportunity to focus on 
health promotion and prevention. We will set focus on 
the health problems that will emerge due to changes in 
the climate, and fight for increased investments in 
health in the affected areas. 
 
But the Copenhagen meeting will not only consist on 
leaders, the nurses’ interests will be represented by 
“Health Care Without Harm” - an international 
organization which focuses its action on environmental 
issues related to the health sector such as 
development of a health infrastructure that can be 
environmental sustainable.  
 
It is my hope that the meeting in Copenhagen will 
move us in the right direction.   
 
With the hope of a successful meeting in Copenhagen I 
wish you all a peaceful Christmas and a happy new 
year. 
 

Grete Christensen 
EFN President 

 
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE EFN BRUSSELS OFFICE 
WILL BE CLOSED FROM 21 DECEMBER 2009 
UNTIL 4 JANUARY 2010. 
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News from EFN  
 
CALLIOPE EU Project meetings 
The EFN participated at the CALLepSO and CALLIOPE meetings, held in Brussels on 12-13 
November 2009, along with representatives from the EU Member States, Industry, and Health 
Professional stakeholders to discuss the progress made on the epSOS project and the eHealth 
Interoperability Roadmap for Europe. epSOS presented its approach on ‘patient consent’ and 
‘identity management’, and STORK (European eID Interoperability Platform) and HPRO Card 
(European Health Professional Card) shared their experience on the electronic Identity (eID), and 
the health professional card EU projects. The EFN and EPF (European Patients’ Forum) are 
concerned about the lack of patient empowerment and ownership of their electronic record. 
epSOS pilot to commence early 2010 is expected to clarify matters. Furthermore, the EFN co-
chaired a session on Member States’ response to the European Commission on what further 
actions need to be taken, such as the availability of more practical and user friendly 
implementation guidelines along with EC support. A draft of the Interoperability Roadmap for 
Europe should be available by March 2010. CALLIOPE project should be presented at the High 
Level Governance eHealth conference to take place in Barcelona, in March 2010.  
For further information: http://www.calliope-network.eu/ 
 
From Nice to Lisbon: an important step for EU Health? 
The EFN was invited to attend the Health First Europe (HFE) Roundtable, held on 17 November 
2009, on the occasion of its 5th anniversary. The discussion centred on cross-border collaboration, 
mobility, quality standards, and patient safety. Under the Lisbon Treaty and article 168 on Public 
Health (ex article152), Health protection is empowered in being implemented in all Union policies 
and activities. President Barroso will soon be approached by EU Stakeholders and some MEPs to 
persuade him to bring health higher into the EU agenda for the coming years. Furthermore, as a 
member, the EFN also participated in HFE General Assembly, that took place on the same day, 
and included updates on HFE key activities for 2009 and working plan for 2010, a discussion on 
the HFE membership that is expanding with discussions taking place with EPHA, EPF, and CPME, 
and John Bowis, former MEP, was unanimously appointed as HFE new Honorary President. HFE is 
currently working on eHealth, Patient and Healthcare Professional Safety, Health Inequalities, 
Lifestyle and Chronic Diseases, and Quality of Healthcare.  
For further information: http://www.healthfirsteurope.org/  
 
Serbian & Norwegian Delegations in Brussels 
The EFN was invited to give a presentation on EFN priorities and outcomes related to the EU 
Health Policy - namely on the implementation of the Directive on Mutual Recognition of 
Professional Qualifications –, to two delegations, from Serbia & Norway, visiting Brussels & its EU 
Institutions. Both delegations’ participants were encouraged to build a stakeholder approach at 
national level, including the nursing community representatives - the professional association, the 
regulator and the nursing union. The EFN also encouraged the policy-makers to empower patient 
organisations in the policy-making process. The EFN General Secretary finally stressed that 
“Focussed lobby actions and leadership is needed for strategic planning and effective EU policy-
making”.  
 
FNIB Congress 2009 – « Nurse Responsibility »  
The EFN participated in the FNIB annual Congress, organised on 26 November 2009, in Seraing, 
Belgium, where the issue of nurse responsibility was discussed. As keynote speaker, the EFN 
General Secretary made a presentation on “Nurse autonomy & Patient mobility” and stated that 
“Nurse Autonomy is a valued possession which should be pursued, especially during these 
threatening times of financial crisis, if Nursing is to continue walking the evolving path of 
professionalism, academic distinction, and disciplinary recognition” and that “When it comes to 
patient mobility, it is important to identify a common set of patient outcome sensitive indicators, 
to gather information on quality of services and to put in place safeguards and mechanisms to 
address complaints; to develop clear lines of accountability for the continuity of patient care, and 
a clear system of information exchange to assist patients to make informed choices about their 
healthcare”. 
 
 
News from the EU 
 
First permanent President of the European Council nominated  
At an extraordinary summit held on 19 November 2009, the 27 Heads of State and Government of 
the European Union unanimously appointed Herman Van Rompuy, former Belgian Prime Minister, 
as the first permanent President of the European Council, for a period of two and a half years, 
renewable once, and the current Trade Commissioner, Catherine Ashton, as the High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. The formal decisions on these appointments 
will be taken once the Treaty of Lisbon has entered into force, on 1 December 2009.  
For further information:  
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/showFocus.aspx?id=1&focusId=418&lang=en  
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AGENDA 

 
European Policy Summit “Planning Europe's Healthcare 
Revolution” 
2 December 2009, Brussels, Belgium  
 
Meeting of the High Level Working Group on Patient 
Safety & Quality of Care 
2 December 2009, Brussels, Belgium 
 
Meeting on Patient safety and high quality healthcare 
professional regulation 
2 December 2009, Brussels, Belgium 
 
Welcomeurope training session - “How to manage a 
project funded by the European Commission?" 
2 December 2009, Brussels, Belgium 
 
FINE workshop “Identifying and measuring best 
practice for quality and innovation in European Nurse 
Education” 
2-4 December 2009, Namur, Belgium 
 
Restructuring Forum: Sectors' New Skills for New Jobs 
7-8 December 2009, Brussels, Belgium 
 
EPHA Policy Coordination meeting 
9 December 2009, Brussels, Belgium 
 
Final conference of the project Value+ 
9-10 December, Gothenburg, Sweden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
New European Commission team 
José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission, unveiled, on 27 November 2009, his 
new team for the next Commission (2010-2014). The new College will have 7 Vice-Presidents, 27 
members (one from each Member State, including President Barroso), and a number of new 
portfolios: Climate Action; Home Affairs; Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship. Some of the 
existing portfolios were also reconfigured, such as: Health and Consumer Policy; Research and 
Innovation; International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response. As regards health 
the new Commissioner for Health and Consumer Affairs will be John Dalli, from Malta. The new 
Commission must now gain approval from the European Parliament before it takes office. The vote 
of consent on the new Commission as a whole is foreseen to take place on 26 January 2010.  
For further information:  
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1837&format=HTML&aged=0&la
nguage=EN&guiLanguage=en  
 
MEPs raise fears of Services Directive delay 
Members of the European Parliament are urging the EU Member States to step up their efforts to 
ensure that the Services Directive, adopted in 2006 and seen as a key tool to removing barriers to 
operating in Europe’s internal market, is implemented into national law within the agreed deadline 
of 31 December 2009. According to the Committee chair Malcolm Harbour MEP (ECR, UK) “much 
more needs to be done by member states to ensure the directive will be implemented by the end 
of the year”. However, while respecting the implementation deadline is important, the means by 
which the EU Member States implement it in practice is even more so. It is therefore important 
that the directive is implemented correctly.  
For further information: http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/services/services-dir/index_en.htm  
 
EU Public Consultation on the future EU 2020 strategy 
The EU 2020 strategy is being designed as the successor to the current Lisbon Strategy, which 
has been the EU’s reform strategy for the last decade and has helped the EU to stand the recent 
crisis. In presenting his programme for the new Commission, President Barroso explained that the 
exit from the current crisis should be the point of entry into a new sustainable social market 
economy, where our prosperity will result from innovation and knowledge. But to make this 
happen, Europe needs a common agenda: the EU 2020 strategy. Therefore, the European 
Commission, that considers that EU 2020 should focus on key policy areas where collaboration 
between EU and Member States can deliver the best results, launched a new consultation aiming 
to seek the views of the EU stakeholders on a new approach. A formal Communication should be 
adopted during the Spring European Council in March 2010. The deadline to submit your 
contributions is 15 January 2010.  
For further information: http://ec.europa.eu/eu2020/index_en.htm  
 
EUHPF Input to the Council Working Party at Senior Level on the Implementation of the 
EU Health Strategy 
At a time when positions in the Council are decided and policy portfolios put together, civil society 
urges for further efforts to be undertaken in strengthening what is being done on Chronic 
diseases, eHealth, Health determinants, and Public health research. The EU Health Policy Forum 
(EUHPF) calls for operationalizing principle 3 of the Commission White Paper ‘Together for Health’, 
“Health in all policies is also about involving new partners in health policy. The Commission will 
develop partnerships to promote goals of the Strategy, including with NGOs, industry, academia 
and the media”. Moreover, the Council is encouraged to work further in prioritizing an integrated 
approach to healthcare and health workforce planning, including promoting and maintaining 
quality standards and patient safety. The EFN especially considers Workforce planning, Patient 
safety and Quality of care as important policy areas which need Council active engagement, next 
to the European Commission and European Parliament. For further information:  
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/health_forum/policy_forum_en.htm  
 
Peer Review in Social Protection and Social Inclusion and Assessment in Social 
Inclusion 
Created by the European Commission to boost cooperation in modernising social protection and in 
combating poverty and social exclusion in the European Union, and part of the PROGRESS project 
– the Community Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity, established in October 2006 
and running throughout the period 2007-2013-, the Peer Review in Social Protection and Social 
Inclusion and Assessment in Social Inclusion programme support the process of policy exchange 
and mutual learning known as the “Open Method of Coordination” (OMC). The Peer Review 
meetings encourage the dissemination of good practices by sharing experience in a particular 
policy area among Member States, such as pensions, health and long-term care and the 
accessibility of services, which can serve as a useful means of helping the EU Member States to 
design and implement more effective policies and/or contribute to dialogue with stakeholders.  
For further information: http://www.peer-review-social-inclusion.eu/  
 
 
Publications 
 

“Gaining health - Analysis of policy development in European countries for tackling 
noncommunicable diseases” 

The WHO European Region published a book on Noncommunicable diseases – that 
pose the greatest threat to the health of the people in the WHO European Region – 
which gives detailed insight into the policy development in eight European countries 
over several decades to address the challenge of noncommunicable diseases, and 
draws out the main themes to assist policy-makers in formulating their own 
responses.  
To read the document: http://www.euro.who.int/Document/E92828.pdf  
 

 


