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European countries block better nursing education 

13 November 2012 

 

It doesn’t look like the educational requirements for nurses at European level will be raised. The Danish Nursing 

Organisation (DNO) has been fighting for it, but Germany is blocking. 

What criteria should there actually be to start nursing education? 

There is a lot of disagreement about this in the EU. DNO has, together with Danish MEP’s and the European Federation 

of Nurses (EFN), fought hard for increasing the entry requirement to nursing education, thereby ensuring a high 

educational level for nurses. 

It is, among others, Germany and Poland who have blocked the increase of the entry requirement. 

The core factor is that a number of EU countries have worked towards raising the entry requirement to nursing education 

across Europe. The entry requirement is formulated in the EU’s Professional Qualifications Directive, which regulates 

the recognition of education across the EU. The Directive is being modernised and in that context, the Commission has 

put forth a proposal to increase the entry requirement to 12 years. The current requirement from the EU is that one has to 

have gone to school for 10 years prior to starting nursing education. In Denmark and in most other EU countries, the 

current requirement is 12 years or an equivalent level of education. 

President of DNO, Grete Christensen, says: 

“We need to ensure that young people are equipped in the best possible way to enter nursing education. Societal 

developments such as more elderly, more chronic conditions and early discharge from hospital demand higher 

educational requirements from nurses. Therefore, there is a need for nurses to have the best possible qualifications, and 

that is difficult if the educational requirement for starting nursing education is at elementary school level.” 

In practical terms, Germany blocking the proposal means that Denmark can in the future accept foreign nurses, who 

have only had 10 years of schooling prior to starting their nursing education. As a patient, you therefore cannot be sure 

that the nurse treating you has the same educational level as Danish nurses. 

“If the entry requirement at EU level remains at 10 years, a range of problems can be foreseen. We fear that some of the 

countries that have the 12-year entry requirement will be forced to lower the requirement in order to live up to 

expectations of educating more nurses. We will miss a great opportunity to raise the level of the entire nursing 

profession in Europe”, says Grete Christensen. 

The primary objective of the Professional Qualifications Directive is the make it easier for people to find work in 

another EU Member State, but Grete Christensen doesn’t believe that a lower entry requirement will increase nurses’ 

mobility across EU Member States: 

“The Danish employers will, with good reason, be sceptical about hiring nurses that have started their education right 

after elementary school.” 

DNO has long fought for strengthening the requirements for nursing education, and this includes raising the entry level 

requirement to minimum 12 years. The Council of Ministers is expected to take a final decision on the modernisation of 

the Professional Qualifications Directive in the spring of 2013. 

DNO Article published in “Synergi” on 23 November 2012 
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