
 

 

 

 
 

 
President’s message 

Dear EFN Members and Colleagues, 

 
First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to once 

again thank the Luxembourg Nurses Association for the 

organisation of the EFN Autumn General Assembly, 

beginning of October. This has been a very successful 

meeting, with the election of two new members of the 

Executive Committee: Peter Carter (from the Royal 

College of Nursing - UK) & Herdís Gunnarsdóttir (from 

Icelandic Nurses Association), and the re-election of 

Vice-president: Branka Rimac (from the Croatian Nurses Association), and 

the approval of a new EFN Constitution and Internal Regulation, which set 
the basis for EFN to grow and represent an even stronger voice of nurses 

and nursing within the EU.   

 

As you have read it in the several EFN Updates sent to you throughout the 

year, 2012 has been quite an exciting year, with a lot of challenges. The 

main one has been, and will still be for a while, the revision of the Directive 

on Mutual Recognition of Professional Qualifications (Directive 2005/36/EC), 

for which the EFN has been lobbying hard, namely to keep the 12 years 

nursing education entry requirement in the modernised proposal. The EFN 
is following the Council and European Parliament very closely and will make 

sure that the nurses get the best education possible for the safety of the 

patients and of the nursing profession as a whole.  

 

Also, next to the other key policy item followed closely by the EFN: the EU 

Workforce for Health, several EU projects are coming in, such as the Joint 

Action on European Health Workforce Planning and Forecasting, next to the 

one negotiated to design clinical pathways for e-health services delivery 

(SmartCare). EFN has the ambition to lead change through some very 

specific EU programs related to skills and e-health services. Ambitions for 
2014! 

 

Therefore, next year will for sure be another exciting and challenging year, 

providing new opportunities which I am sure will inspire us all and help us 

in achieving our goals with a team in the Brussels Office eager to mobilise, 

inspire and commit to policy change.  

 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your 

continued support to nurses and nursing and wish you all a happy end of 
the year, a peaceful and restful Christmas and a safe and prosperous New 

Year.  

 

I look forward to working with you all again next year. 

Unni Hembre 

EFN President  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from EFN 

EFN General Assembly, 4-5 October 2012 
Meeting in Luxembourg for the 97th EFN General Assembly, hosted by the 

Luxembourg Nurses Association, the EFN members were welcomed by the 

Luxembourg Minister of Health and Social Security, Mars Di Bartolomeo, 

who stressed the importance of nursing. As they are in the frontline, and as 

the nurses need to be provided the best training as possible, Luxembourg 

introduced recently changes as regards the nurses training. He also 
stressed that half of the healthcare professionals working in Luxembourg 

are crossing boarders every day (coming from Germany, Belgium & 

France). The EFN Members had the opportunity to discuss and share their 

views on nursing key policy issues, as: Directive 36 (12 years minimum 

nursing education entry requirement), Workforce (European Skills Council), 

nursing research and sharps injuries (e-learning tool). The EFN members 

also approved a new Constitution and Internal Regulation, and re-elected 

the EFN Vice-President - Branka Rimac (from the Croatian Nurses 

Association); and elected two new members of the Executive Committee: 

Peter Carter (from the Royal College of Nurses – UK) and Herdís 
Gunnarsdóttir (from the Icelandic Nurses' Association) for a two years term 

(2012-2014). The next EFN General Assembly will be held in Brussels, on 

11-12 April 2013. 

Mutual Recognition of Professional Qualifications (DIR36) 
On the topic of the revision of the Directive on Mutual Recognition of 

Professional Qualifications (Directive 36) the EFN continues to be very 

active and pushing hard to get Nursing Education on the right track. Next to 

the numerous meetings with the European Commission, the European  

Parliament, the Council, and other EU health stakeholders, the EFN 

organised on 17 September, in collaboration with MEP Phil Prendergast, a 

roundtable where the EFN members discussed key nursing challenges with 

members of the European Parliament, the Permanent Representations and 
the European Commission, and explained that as the nursing profession has 

evolved hugely there is an evidenced need to modernise the minimum 

requirements. Most MEPs present agreed that despite the current crisis, 

governments should not cut on health systems, but invest more on the 

education and training, encouraging a high level of mobility. As a follow-up, 

another roundtable was organised by MEPs Mario Pirillo and Bernadette 

Vergnaud, in collaboration with EFN, on 16 October, which brought together 

policymakers and politicians to discuss the professional qualifications for 

nurses and mainly the diverse positions related to the 12 years entry 

requirement. Taking the nursing position very seriously, and understanding 
that nurses are at the frontline 24 hours/day, 7 days/week, and that they 

are the cornerstone of any health system, the MEPs are urging all the key 

players to find a good solution for nurses. Finally, the EFN is following 

closely the discussions of the European Parliament Committees IMCO, ENVI 

& EMPL on this topic, and particularly the upcoming vote on the 

amendments of the Directive by the ENVI Committee on 6 November 2012. 

Joint Action on Health Workforce Planning and Forecasting 
As an associate partner in this project, to be launched in December 2012, 

the EFN participated in the preparatory meeting of the Joint Action for 

health workforce planning and forecasting, held on 28 September in 

Brussels. The objective of the meeting was to update the participants on 

the state of play of the Joint Action, its objectives and deliverables. It was 
also a good occasion to have some clarifications and to comment on the 

activities and inputs proposed in the draft work packages, and reinforce 

existing collaborations. The EFN took this opportunity to link up with the 

Joint Action coordinator and individual work package leaders in order to re-

confirm EFN’s contribution to each WP along with the overall budget 

expectations (as agreed earlier in the year). 

1st Conference on Health Inequalities in the new EU Member States 
The EFN participated in the First Conference on Health Inequalities in the 

new EU Member States, held on 20-21 September 2012, Sofia, Bulgaria, 

represented by Milka Vasileva, President of the Bulgarian Association of 

Health Professionals in Nursing, a member of EFN. Bringing together 

national policy makers and governmental representatives, EU level policy 

makers and patient leaders from the 12 new EU Member States as well as 
the candidate and acceding countries, and health professionals, the  

conference addressed, for the first time, the challenge of health inequalities 

in the Southeastern region from the perspective of these key 

participants/actors. The event aimed to outline the commonalities and 
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“It is unacceptable, indeed intolerable, that massive cuts should be 

resulting in essential health services being slashed – this to the point of 

posing real dangers to sick people”, Günther Leiner, President of the 
European Health Forum Gastein, published in Euractiv, in October 

2012. 

 

“Public health should become part of the common EU policies and 

legislation “in a very structured way”. The Union should adopt policies 

centred on citizen’s health, education and basic rights”, MEP Antonia 

Parvanova, published in Euractiv, in October 2012. 
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differences in healthcare in the region, to highlight the positive role of 

collaboration between countries and within and between patients and 
stakeholder groups, as well as best practices regarding the active role of 

patients. Milka Vasileva expressed that only the mutual collaboration 

between nurses and patients would change the current situation of health 

inequalities and shortage of nurses. The Conference concluded with a 

presentation of the results from the working groups and the adoption of a 

patient resolution, aiming to create and implement a coherent and cost-

effective strategy for the new EU Member States as well as the candidate 

countries to properly address the issue of health inequalities. 

EU Chief Nursing Officers (CNO) Meeting 
The EFN General Secretary was invited to participate in the meeting of the 

Chief Nursing Officers of EU Member States organised on 9 October 2012 in 

the framework of the Cyprus Presidency. The participants mainly discussed 

on innovative approaches in primary health care and shared experiences 
related to Dynamics in Primary Health Care Competencies, Challenges and 

Perspectives for Nursing Education and Training. Invited as keynote 

speaker the EFN General Secretary stressed out Nursing education 

(negotiating Directive 36 in the European Parliament, Council, and 

Commission); Workforce Planning; Integrated care in the context of the 

European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing.  

European Health Policy Forum 
Being a member of the European Health Policy Forum (EUHPF), which 

brings together organisations active in health to advise the European 

Commission on health policy, the EFN General Secretary participated in the 

last EUHPF meeting organised on 25 October. The participants had the 

opportunity to discuss the Health Strategy Implementation; and EUPHF 
Position Papers on Health Research (which the EFN totally supports) & on 

Health and the crisis - EFN report on the impact of crisis on nurses and 

nursing shared with EUHPF. The EFN General Secretary took this 

opportunity to networking with key stakeholders on EFN priorities: DIR36, 

Workforce and Quality and Safety and to strengthen its relation with the EU 

Presidency of Cyprus and Ireland.  

EFN Members visit Brussels 
These last weeks, some EFN members took the opportunity they were in 

Brussels to visit the EFN Brussels Office and know more about EFN and its 

priorities, outcomes and lobby strategies related to the EU Health Policy, 

namely on 17 September, a group of 50 polish nurses (members of the 

Polish Nurses Association) present in Brussels for a study visit to gain 

insight into EU politics and learn more about the EU Institutions, and on 8 
October, the President and Executive Board of the Finnish Nurses 

Association in Brussels for an official visit to meet public officials of the 

European Institutions and to better understand the EU policy process. In 

the same line, the EFN General Secretary met, on 11 October, Belgian 

Nurses Association (FNIB) representatives and nursing journalists from 

across Europe, particularly interested in discussing recent developments in 

the context of Directive 36, nursing research, and the effects of the 

financial crisis on nursing in Europe. The EFN encourages all its members to 

undertake such initiatives as this is a very good opportunity to become 
more aware of the importance of investing in the EU lobby process and 

learn more from the European experience to lobby their own national 

authorities. 

News from the EU 

European Commission Call for Expressions of Interest 
The European Commission has published a Call for expressions of interest 

in membership in the multisectoral and independent Expert Panel to provide 

advice on effective ways of investing in health. Members of the panel are 

appointed by the Commission on the basis of their expertise in one or more 

of the fields of expertise: health planning and budget prioritization; health 

services research; hospital and health care management; health care 
provision; and health education and promotion. The deadline for submitting 

applications is 23 November 2012 

Commission proposes new rules on medical devices 
To ensure that medical devices serve the needs and ensure the safety of 

European citizens, the European Commission adopted, in September, a 

package on innovation in health consisting of the Communication on safe, 

effective and innovative medical devices and in vitro diagnostic medical 

devices for the benefit of patients, consumers and healthcare professionals 

and two Regulations which are fit for purpose, more transparent and better 

adapted to scientific and technological progress: on medical devices, and 

amending Directive 2001/83/EC, Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 and 

Regulation (EC) No 1223/2009, and on in vitro diagnostic medical devices. 

These new rules aim to ensure that patients, consumers and healthcare 
professionals can reap the benefits of safe, effective and innovative medical 

devices. 

European Medicines Agency recommends approval of first higher-

strength insulin for treatment of patients with diabetes mellitus in 
the EU 

The European Medicines Agency’s Committee for Medicinal Products for 

Human Use (CHMP) has made a recommendation to give marketing 

authorisation to insulin degludec, a new basal analogue insulin for the 

treatment of diabetes mellitus in adults (Introduced in a pre-filled pen in 

two formulations – 100 units/ml and 200 units/ml). In the scientific 

discussion leading to the CHMP’s recommendation, there was consensus 

among patients, healthcare professionals, experts and the CHMP that the 

introduction of new insulin strength is a significant change and will require 

careful preparation to introduce it safely on the market. As stakeholder at 
the European Medicines Agency, the EFN believes that sharing this 

information is very much important in order to advance clinical practice and 

patient involvement.   

20 years of the EU Single Market 
Meeting in Cyprus on 20 October 2012, on the occasion of the 20th 

anniversary of the establishment of the Single Market, the EU 

Representatives highlighted that the EU Single Market is one of the 

European Union’s greatest achievements and a potentially crucial element 

for helping the EU achieve growth and create new jobs. Today over 500 

million people across the 27 EU Member States have access to a single 

European market (including free movement of goods, services, capital and 

people). The completion of the Single Market is a continuous exercise and is 
a central element of the European growth agenda to address the current 

economic crisis. This is why the European Commission has adopted the 

Single Market Act II, putting forward twelve key actions (centred on four 

main drivers for growth, employment and confidence: integrated networks; 

cross border mobility of citizens and businesses; the digital economy; and 

actions that reinforce cohesion and consumer benefits). On this occasion, 

the European Commission DG Internal Market also launched a publication: 

“20 Years of the European Single Market – Together for new growth”. 

European Gender Summit 2012  
As a result of the European Gender Summit 2011, a manifesto was 

presented to the Máire Geoghegan Quinn, European Commissioner for 

Research, Innovation & Science, on 16 December 2011. Up till today, 4.390 

signatures were collected from women and men working in science, head of 
institutions and department; professors; researchers; staff scientists; 

doctoral and postdoctoral candidates. This shows the overwhelming desire 

for changing research and innovation cultures and for making science more 

responsive and responsible to the needs of women and men as equal 

members of society. Hoping to reach 5.000 signatures before the upcoming 

2nd Gender Summit, to be held on 29-30 November 2012, in Brussels, and 

taking into account that this is an important topic for the nursing profession 

since 90% are women, nurses are asked to sign up for this manifesto.  

Publications 

“Health for the EU in 33 success stories” 
The European Commission, DG Health and Consumers, launched a new 

publication on public health, entitled "Health for the EU in 33 success 

stories", which details 33 projects funded by EU Health Programmes (2003–

2007 & 2008–2013) from different health areas - nutrition and healthy 

lifestyles, health inequalities, youth health, cancer, health threats and 

health information -, and shows how they contributed to improve public 

health in the EU. Due to the relevance of the actions undertaken by health 

programmes and the leverage effect that they can have on health policies 

at European, national and regional level, the European Commission 

proposed in November 2011 a third programme, ‘Health for growth’, for the 
period 2014–2020, which will help EU countries respond effectively to 

economic and demographic challenges faced by their health systems and 

enable their citizens to stay healthier for longer, thus improving the quality 

of their life. For a full list of projects please click here. 

Europe for the Citizens 
The European Commission has published a report on the "Europe for the 

Citizens" programme designed to stimulate European citizenship. The 

Commission funded projects have brought together more than 5 million 

citizens since 2007, and every year, about 1.000 different organisations 

from the 30 participating countries (the 27 EU Member States, + Croatia, 

Macedonia and Albania) have been awarded grants to support their 

activities and projects. 25 projects have been granted a specific place, 

notably the one undertaken by the Robert Schuman Foundation in 2011 
“Women for Europe & the European Citizens' Initiative" that aims to 

strengthen women’s place in Europe in all areas, notably in the political and 

economic domains. The 2007-2013 cycle draws to a close.  In the light of 

the remarkable results produced so far a new seven years’ programme is 

planned to begin in 2014. 

Agenda 

To view the upcoming meetings’ dates, click here. 
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