
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To the Italian Government: 
 
Sen. Prof. Mario Monti 
Presidente del Consiglio 
Palazzo Chigi  
Piazza Colonna, 370 
00187 Roma 
ITALY 
e-mail: segrgen@governo.it  
 
Prof. Francesco Profumo 
Ministro dell’Istruzione, dell’Università e della Ricerca 
Piazza Kennedy, 20 
00144 Roma 
ITALY 
e-mail: segreteria.particolare.ministro@istruzione.it  
 
Prof. Renato Balduzzi 
Ministro della Salute 
Lungotevere Ripa, 1 
00153 Roma 
ITALY 
e-mail: segreteriaministro@sanita.it  
 

Brussels, 11 July 2012 
 
Concern: Italian Nursing Education 
 
Dear Prime Minister,  
 
The European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN) is aware of a recent decree that will put at stake 
the future of nursing education and nursing as a whole in Italy (DM 12 giugno 2012, n. 159 
Rideterminazione dei settori concorsual ai sensi dell’art. 5 del decreto 29 luglio 2011). The European 
Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN) is worried as this is a recurrent problem in Italy to downgrade 
nurses (see EFN letter dated 17 July 2009 attached).  
 
Consisting of National Nurses Associations from 34 European Countries, the EFN aims to ensure a high 
quality and equitable health service in the EU by a strategic contribution to the development of an 
effective, competent and motivated workforce of nurses. Recognizing that nursing has a specific and 
unique body of knowledge, we strongly support the Italian Nurses (Consociazione nazionale delle 
Associazioni infermiere/i (CNAI); National Society of Nursing Science (SISI); Federazione nazionale dei 
Collegi (IPASVI)) in having a firm position for creating a specific macro-disciplinary sector within which 
the general domain of nursing, distinct from other disciplines, will be positioned.  
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With the changing demographics of society, increased public expectations of the Italian citizens and 
restrictions in economic resources, nurses are an important part of the solution of many problems. 
Failure to support the development of a competent nursing profession through a qualified education 
at University level will potentially have long-lasting negative consequences. In order to secure quality 
and safeguard health care, promoting access to flexible and local services as well as addressing the 
wellbeing of Italian citizens, it is critical that the Italian government keeps pace with current European 
trends.  
 
Therefore, the EFN supports the Italian Nurses’ views that: 

 Nursing must be recognised as a single specific discipline distinct from other disciplines; 

 University positions and careers for different nursing areas should be developed; as well as,  

 University Nursing Departments lead by well prepared and qualified nurse professors. 
 
We are looking forward for a positive and everlasting solution for the future health and wellness of 
Italian citizens. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Paul de Raeve 
EFN General Secretary 
 
 
 
Cc: Dott.ssa Annalisa Silvestro  
 President of  Federazione nazionale dei Collegi IPASVI 
 Email: federazione@ipasvi.legalmail.it  
 
 Prof. Julita Sansoni 
 Member of ICN Board of Directors  
 e-mail: julita.sansoni@uniroma1.it   
 
     Ms Cecilia Sironi 
 CNAI President 
 e-mail: cecilia.sironi@gmail.com   
 
 Prof. Rosaria Alvaro 
 SISI President 
 e-mail: alvarosy@tiscalinet.it  
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