
 

To the Ministry of Health  
Mr. Tomaz Gantar 
Minister for Health  
Štefanova 5 
1000 Ljubljana  
Slovenia  

 
 
 

    Brussels, 19 July 2012 
 
Concern: EFN support to the Nurses and Midwives Association of Slovenia as regards the education and 
training of Slovenian nurse assistants 
 
Dear Minister,  
 
The European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN) has been informed on the recent changes you have 
proposed to the system regulating health professions, including the nurse assistants.   
 
Being the nurses’ voice at EU level, representing National Nurses’ Associations from 34 European Countries, 
and working to ensure a high quality and equitable health service in the EU by a strategic contribution to 
the development of an effective, competent and motivated workforce of nurses, the European Federation 
of Nurses Associations (EFN) is worried about the implications of the changes proposed that will affect 
directly the quality and safety of healthcare. 
 
The EFN believes that nurses and national nurses’ associations have a responsibility to work towards an 
open learning safety culture in the healthcare system that encourages a safe working environment and 
high-quality patient care in which constant education and professional training is required in order to 
effectively tackle the changing demographics of society, the increased healthcare needs within serious 
restrictions in economic resources.  
 
Therefore, the EFN totally supports its member organisation, the Nurses and Midwives Association of 
Slovenia, who is strongly opposed to attempts at deregulation of professions that are part of the nursing 
and midwifery care, as this leads to decreased safety and quality of health services, and totally support the 
preservation of the regulatory system, which will call for and encourage education, training, professional 
progress and professional competence of all health professions to the largest extent possible, as this is of 
great importance for high-quality and safe healthcare. 
 
Therefore, the EFN calls on the Slovenian Ministry of Health to:  

- Keep the existing regulation system for all healthcare professionals, including the nurse assistants; 

- Include all representatives of nursing and midwifery care in Slovenia in any decision related to the 
healthcare system. 

 
I am looking forward to a positive outcome. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
Paul de Raeve 
EFN General Secretary 


