
 

 

 

 
 

 

President’s message 

Dear EFN Members and Colleagues, 

These last weeks have been very positive in 
discussions and outcomes for the EFN lobby 
work. As regards the modernisation of Directive 
36, the EFN has had intense dialogues with the 
European Commission and the European 
Parliament, on the amendments EFN is 
proposing to the Directive, namely on the 

increase of admission requirements for nurses to 12 years of 
general education. The MEPs that the EFN met seem to be very 
positive to and in line with the EFN position. We are now looking 
forward to the report MEP Bernadette Vergnaud, IMCO rapporteur, 
will present on 12 July 2012.  

In the context of the various skills initiatives being undertaken by 
the European Commission, it is with great pleasure that we were 
informed that the EFN has been appointed as expert to the 
Reference Group on Healthcare and Social Work of the European 
Skills/Competences, qualifications and Occupations (ESCO), part 
of the New Skills for New Jobs initiative, with the aim of creating a 
common language between labour market (labour 
demand/supply) and the education/training system all around 
Europe. The Executive Committee had the opportunity to meet DG 
employment/ESCO representative, Katrien Van Der Kuylen, on 25 
June, and believes that this ESCO classification is a priority for 
EFN as it will set the definition of ‘a nurse’ and other healthcare 

professionals, including healthcare assistants. 

Finally, at its last meeting, on 25 June, the Executive Committee 
discussed some key points that will be taken forward by the next 
EFN General Assembly, to take place in Luxembourg, on 4-5 
October: EFN Constitution and Internal Regulation – the final 
version to be ratified by the General Assembly has been approved 
by the Executive Committee, and will soon be sent to you for final 
decision; the theme of the next Tour de Table will be “Best 
practices on health system accreditation” taking into account the 
Joint Action on Quality and Safety in which EFN is involved; the 
EFN members will be informed on the outcomes of the feasibility 
study on the European Nursing Research Institute; and there will 
be a presentation on the latest developments on sharps injuries.  

I wish you will all a very enjoyable summer.  

Unni Hembre 
EFN President  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from EFN 

Recognition of Professional Qualifications (DIR36) 
In the context of the review of Directive 36, and the current 
discussions on the 12 years’ general education requirement, the 
EFN has had meetings with some key MEPs in order to present the 
nurses’ views and concerns on this major topic. The EFN recently 
met Licia Ronzulli’s (EPP/Italy) cabinet, and, together with the 
sectoral professions, MEP Emilie Turunen (Greens/Denmark), to 
provide information on our position, major concerns, and the 
evidence on the 12 years’ requirement. The EFN took this 
opportunity to present the results of the 10 to 12 years EFN 
Evidence report, as well as arguments to better support the 12 
years general education requirement, which MEP Licia Ronzulli 
completely supports. MEP Emilie Turunen took note of all concerns 
and seemed to be very in line with the EFN position. Also, on 25 
June, the EFN Executive Committee was briefed by Jürgen Tiedje 
(DG Internal Market Head of Unit) on the state of play of the 
negotiations on the modernised proposal of Directive 36, and was 
informed that the report from IMCO rapporteur - MEP Bernadette 

Vergnaud - will be presented to the European Parliament on 12 
July 2012. 

Feasibility Study on Skills Council  
As a partner in the Feasibility Study on the Establishment of a 
European Sector Council on Employment and Skills for Nursing 
and the Care Workforce (running from January to December 
2012), the EFN participated in a mid-term workshop that took 
place in Warsaw (Poland), on 19-20 June 2012, which was 
organised in order to discuss the state of play and how to proceed 
with the second phase of the study. The participants discussed the 
great diversity on skills across Europe, emphasising the 
challenges linked with identifying the organisations responsible for 
skills at national level, as they are not necessarily the same as the 
ones dealing with workforce projections. The EFN took the 
opportunity to point out that the most productive solution would 
be a set-up similar to the TNO study on the “Future of Jobs and 
Skills on Health and Social Services”, where nurses sit around the 
table with the physicians and other health professions to discuss 
the boundaries of their skills and responsibilities. Finally, the 
group developed questions and a briefing note to be sent around 
to the national contact points as part of the second phase of the 
study. This will end in a final report and recommendations to be 
discussed in a final workshop in December 2012. The EFN has 
taken on the task of contacting 12 Member State representatives 
working on national skills councils (or similar) to collect the 
needed data. 

3rd European Biosafety Summit 
The EFN participated in the very successful 3rd Annual European 
Biosafety Summit that took place in London, on 1st June 2012, 
and which brought together a number of keynote speakers, 
including representatives of the European Commission, EU-OSHA, 
the Health and Safety Executive, and the Social Partners - EPSU 
and HOSPEEM, as well as a victim of needlestick injury. The 
Summit analysed the state of implementation of the Directive on 
Sharps Injuries (2010/32/EU) in the EU Member States and raised 
awareness of the serious health risks caused by sharps injuries. 
The participants were then informed on the practical steps that 
employers and workers can take further to prepare the 
implementation of the Directive, by 11 May 2013. Putting a 
human face to policy-making was also achieved through the 
testimony of Mike Ashton, a physician, who mentioned the need 
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“New knowledge to better understand what facilitates 
or holds back the use of eHealth services by HCPs and 
patients, and how these affect patients' daily lives or 
the working ethos of HCPs, is urgently needed.”  

Extract from EFN General Secretary, Paul De Raeve, 
article “eHealth providers' and users' views and 
experiences” published by ScienceOmega.com in May 
2012.  
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to “get rid of ‘ignorance, arrogance and complacency’ to move 
forward”, and warned that community nurses are at greater risk 
of sharp injuries. This key item for nurses, including biosafety 
education and training through e-health tools, will be discussed by 
the next EFN General Assembly, to take place in Luxembourg, on 
4-5 October 2012.  

“Restructuring health systems: How to promote health in 
times of austerity?” 
As a member of EPHA, the EFN participated in the EPHA annual 
Conference on “Restructuring health systems: How to promote 
health in times of austerity?”, hosted by the European Economic 
and Social Committee (EESC), on 6 June 2012. The meeting, 
aiming to assess how the current crisis and its policy responses 
impact on health systems and how the crisis could be managed in 
the future so as to promote better health outcomes for all, 
brought together trade unions, international national and regional 
authorities, social, health and environment civil society 
organisations, and EU decision makers. The EFN General 
Secretary was invited to give a speech on the nurses’ view on 
“The economic crisis, population and health”. He took this 
opportunity to remind that “Investing in healthcare and healthcare 
professionals will improve the health of the overall population” 
and to explain that “For the EFN, promoting research and using 
innovative tools and providing technical support to very specific 
programmes of change to ensure the sustainability of healthcare 
systems in place is one of the many ways to invest in the people 
driving the healthcare system.” 
 

News from the EU 

Cyprus EU Presidency 
On 1st July, Cyprus took over the six months rotating presidency 
of the European Union, from Denmark. The main focus of the 
Cyprus Presidency will be on restoring economic growth and 
making the European economy work better for people, by 
promoting social cohesion, including growth and job creation 
especially for the younger generations, as well as sustainable 
development and improved quality of life. One of the country’s 
main tasks will be to achieve agreement on the Commission’s 
budget proposals for 2014-20. As regards health, the importance 
of early disease prevention and health promotion throughout the 
life-cycle will be underlined, as a prerequisite to ensure a healthy 
ageing process. Particular attention will be paid to: health security 
in the EU (The Council will continue its work on the proposal for a 
Decision on cross-border threats to health); chronic diseases (by 
highlighting the essential role of disease prevention, early 
diagnosis and health promotion programmes); pharmaceuticals 
(which main objectives are to enhance the quality of information 
given to patients and to establish clear and transparent 
procedures); and medical devices (by initiating discussions on the 
revision of the medical devices legislation). 

European Innovation Partnership (EIP) on Active and 
Healthy Ageing 
Efforts to increase the healthy lifespan of the EU citizens by two 
years received a major boost, this 27 June, as 261 projects were 
submitted for inclusion in the European Innovation Partnership for 
active and healthy ageing, bringing together more than 50 
regions, technology companies and health providers to deliver 

solutions for: better adherence to medical treatment; prevention 
of falls; prevention of functional decline and frailty; integrated 
care models; independent living and active ageing; and age-
friendly buildings, cities and environments. In line with EFN 
involvement in the European Innovation Partnership, in 2011, the 
EFN presented a commitment under the Action Integrated Care 
with the ultimate objective to scale up innovative integrated care 
models while making effective use of the EU funding available. It 
is expected that the first draft of the Action Plan on Integrated 
Care will be finished by October and officially launched in the EIP 
Conference of Partners, on 6 November 2012. The first indicators 
of the process will also be available later this year. The 

Partnership will assess the results of its work, and the first report 
should be published in 2013. 

Health in Europe – Information & Data Interface (HEIDI 
Health Wiki) 
In May, the European Commission Directorate-General for Health 
and Consumers (DG Sanco) launched the Heidi health wiki, an 
internet based wiki tool for sharing, comparing and developing 
information across Europe, based on contributions from European 
health experts, relating for example to health status, diseases, 
determinants, health systems and policies. Heidi is, therefore, a 
new way of disseminating European health information the 
Commission is testing. As a dynamic platform aiming to create a 
sustainable system for health information that is relevant and 
reliable, Heidi also enables users to correct or adjust existing 
information quickly and give feedback of its usefulness.  
 

Publications 

eHealth Task Force report «Redisigning Health in Europe 
for 2020” 
The European Union eHealth Task Force released a report entitled 
”Redesigning Health in Europe for 2020”, that focuses on how to 
achieve a vision of affordable, less intrusive and more 
personalised care. Their vision calls on the use of Information & 
Communication Technologies (ICT) and 'open' access to 
healthcare data to increase the quality of life and improve 
mortality rates for the EU citizens. The report also provides a list 
of key recommendations on what should be done to ensure that 

Europe gets the full benefits of eHealth by 2020.  

Eurobarometer qualitative study on patient involvement 
The European Commission published the results of a Study on 
patient involvement in healthcare, requested by DG Sanco and co-
ordinated by DG Communication, which shows that ‘patient 
involvement’, in the sense of having patients at the heart of the 
healthcare process, seems not to be clearly understood by many 
professionals and patients across the EU, and often means 
different things to different people. Undertaken in fifteen EU 
Member States (Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Poland, 
Romania, Spain, Slovakia and the United Kingdom) this study is 
qualitative in nature, and its conclusions only reflect the 
experience and views of those who took part in the study (five 
healthcare practitioners and ten patients, in each country). 

UK: Department of Health's Information Strategy  
The UK Department of Health published its Information Strategy 
“The Power of Information: Putting us all in control of the health 
and care information we need”, which focusses on patients’ 
empowerment to take more control of their own health through 
better access to information, including access to their own health 
records; using technology to provide more convenient ways for 
people to access services; and promoting transparency so that a 
wide range of quality information is available to enable people to 
make fully informed choices about the healthcare they receive. 
One of the key commitments is that patients will be able to view 
their doctor’s record online by 2015. 
 

Agenda 

Conference on “Nursing Quality: preparing for change” 
13 September 2012, London 

9th European IUHPE Conference on Health Promotion 
27-29 September 2012, Tallinn, Estonia 

15th European Health Forum Gastein on “Crisis and Opportunity: 
Health in an Age of Austerity” 
3-6 October 2012, Bad Hofgastein, Austria 

EFN General Assembly 
4-5 October 2012, Luxembourg 
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