
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

President’s message 

Dear EFN Members and Colleagues, 

It was a great pleasure seeing you all in 
Ljubljana and I want to thank you all for a good 
and productive General Assembly. A special 
thank you goes to our colleagues in the Nurses 
and Midwives Association of Slovenia for 
organizing a successful General Assembly and 
for a wonderful social programme and thank you 

to our Brussels Office for facilitating before, during and after so 
professionally!  

The General Assembly made important decisions which will 
facilitate further work and lobby activities nationally and at EU 
level. I would encourage all of you to lobby at local politicians, 
especially as regards to Directive 36, which is such an important 
area for nurses and nursing in all of Europe. Get in touch with the 
organisations who have already lobbied their MEPs and the EFN 
Office will also be able to provide advice and contact details. 
Furthermore, I would also like to encourage you all to follow the 
developments concerning the EU Action plan on health workforce, 
there will be developments at national level as well as EU level 
worth keeping an eye on until we meet again.  

We had two committees this time with big and important tasks, 
they delivered excellent reports and recommendations and I 
would like to thank everyone involved for their efforts. 

The GA made a wise decision in extending the work on Internal 

Regulations. The working group which was established will provide 
valuable input which in turn will facilitate the decisions we will 
have to make in the GA in Luxembourg. The new EFN Constitution 
and Internal Regulations will be a solid foundation enabling the 
EFN office and its member organisations to continue our primary 
activity, namely developing policy and lobbying EU institutions to 
the benefit of the health of European citizens and all the nurses 
working for them. 

My best wishes to you all! 

Unni Hembre 
EFN President  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from EFN 

Public hearing on Growth & Mobility: Modernising the 
professional qualifications Directive  
The EFN participated in the public hearing on the modernisation of 
the Directive on Professional Qualifications (DIR36), held in the 
European Parliament on 25 April 2012, which focussed on several 
key issues: minimum training requirements and the importance of 
the 12 years entry requirement for nurses and the clarification on 
the duration of training made in the proposal; common training 
principles and the principle of partial access - seen as a last resort 
tool that will benefit the shortages of some professions; and the 
professional card for which some pilots are needed to really 
determine whether the expected benefits in terms of information 
sharing and recognition process are realistic. Nurses and nursing 
were represented in this panel by the Polish Chief Nursing Officer 
Beata Cholewka, who reminded that consolidating a single EU 
framework for professionals mobility is one of the general 
objectives of the Directive. 

Health First Europe Open Forum Debate on Patient Safety 

The EFN participated in this event held on 24 April 2012, in 
Brussels, under the Patronage and Sponsorship of MEP Christofer 
Fjellner (EPP, Sweden), which brought together experts from the 
European Parliament, the European Commission, the German 
Coalition for Patient Safety, and the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control, to discuss on HFE’s recommendations for 
patient safety and healthcare associated infections, which calls on 
EU policymakers to strengthen the standards for patient safety in 
Member State healthcare systems, adopt measurable 
improvement targets for Member States on patient safety, and 
develop a European strategy to combat the incidence of 
healthcare associated infections. The discussions focused on the 
Cross-Border Healthcare Directive, building bridges between the 
EU Member States through knowledge brokers, health literacy, 
education and training, heavy workload for limited workforce, 
patient rights, and the economic pressure on healthcare providers 
and the importance of demonstrating cost-effectiveness. The 
participants agreed that there are 3 areas where the EU can play 
an important role: establishing minimum standards, setting 
measurable improvement targets, and developing a European 
strategy against HCAI’s, and concluded that investing in 
healthcare and getting political support for strategies are crucial, 
as well as the harmonisation of data systems, reporting of data, 
and issues of surveillance and transparency for protecting 
patients.   

eHGI eIDentification  
During the eHealth Week, in Budapest (May 2011), the eHealth 
Governance Initiative (eHGI), which aims at providing political 
support to the eHealth Network set under the auspices of the 
Patients’ rights in Cross Border Healthcare Directive, received the 
mandate from the Ministries to develop a concept paper on 
eIDentification. As associated partner of the eHGI, the EFN 
participated in the meeting held on 4 April 2012, in Brussels, 
where the participants agreed that the recommendations on eID 
need to build on existing national infrastructures, which will 
facilitate the cooperation and collaboration among the Member 
States. As there are still a lot of differences on the priorities each 
Member State has on its agenda, a strong common approach is 
needed. As a follow-up, the EFN is participating in the eHealth 
Network meeting to take place on 8 May 2012, during the eHealth 
week, in Copenhagen. 
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“We need to work together to find better 
innovative models that address the unfolding 
challenges – not least the ageing society. To do 
this effectively, co-ordination and dialogue are 
needed at EU level to add value to efforts to 
increase efficiency; to provide economies of scale; 
and to make better use of expertise.” 

Extract from Commissioner John Dalli’s speech on 
“How to make healthy ageing a reality” 
(20/04/2012) 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/events.html?dropDownCommittee=IMCO
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/events.html?dropDownCommittee=IMCO
http://www.healthfirsteurope.org/newsroom/182/70/Open-Forum-Debate-on-Patient-Safety-After-event-material
http://www.healthfirsteurope.org/uploads/Modules/Newsroom/hfe-hcai-paper-08022012-print-quality-2.pdf
http://www.healthfirsteurope.org/uploads/Modules/Newsroom/hfe-hcai-paper-08022012-print-quality-2.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/health/policy/ehealth_governance_initiative/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/health/policy/ehealth_governance_initiative/index_en.htm
http://worldofhealthit.org/2012/
http://worldofhealthit.org/2012/
mailto:efn@efn.be
http://www.efnweb.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/dalli/docs/speech_healthy_ageing_20042012_en.pdf


 

 

 

News from the EU 

EU Action Plan on Health Workforce 
On 18 April 2012, the European Commission adopted a 
communication entitled “Towards a job rich recovery” establishing 
a set of concrete measures that will help job creation and how EU 
funds can be used to make long-term investments in human 
capital. This communication also includes an Action Plan for the 
EU health workforce aiming to assist the EU Member States to 
tackle their major challenges which sets out actions to foster 
European cooperation and share good practice to help improve 
health workforce planning and forecasting, to anticipate future 
skills needs, to improve the recruitment and retention of health 
professionals, while mitigating the negative effects of migration on 
health systems. The EFN is following closely this Action Plan which 
is extremely important for the nurses and the nursing profession, 
as it will centre around four core areas: planning & forecasting; 
skills & competences; recruitment & retention strategies; and 
global migration & mobility, particularly in the context of the WHO 
Global Code of Practice.   

European Commission mid-term evaluation of the Health 
Programme 2008-2013 
The European Commission has published the conclusions of the 
midterm evaluation of the Health Programme 2008-2013. 
Covering the actions from 2008 to 2010, the overall purpose of 
this evaluation was to assess the progress achieved so far with a 
particular focus on the impact and EU added value. The results of 

this evaluation have fed into the new Commission proposal for the 
Health for Growth programme 2014-2020 adopted on 9 November 
2011. 

European citizens' initiative 
As of 1st April 2012, the European citizens can propose their own 
initiatives and, therefore, participate in shaping the EU policy. Put 
in place by the Lisbon Treaty, the citizens’ initiatives can be 
proposed by a committee made up of individuals from at least 7 
EU countries, and must be in an area where the European 
Commission has the power to act on. If they fulfil these criteria, 
the committee has one year to collect at least one million 
signatures, which must be certified by the competent authorities 
in each Member States. The organisers of successful initiatives will 
participate in a hearing at the European Parliament, and the 
European Commission will have 3 months to examine the initiative 
and decide how to act on it. 

Future Scenario of ageing at work - Online consultation  
Funded under the 7th framework programme the project 
GoldenWorkers, which aims to identify emerging technologies and 
socio-economic trends, new models of extending professional 
active life and novel application scenarios in the area of ICT for 
active ageing at work, launched an online consultation in order to 
get a wide range of input on Future Scenario of ageing at work. 
The 1st scenario proposed is: Nurse in a hospital.  

DG INFSO becomes DG CONNECT 
As of 1st July 2012, the Directorate General for Information 
Society & Media (DG INFSO) will be renamed as Directorate 
General for Communications Networks, Content and Technology 
(DG CONNECT) to better represent the range of topics it works on 
(namely Digital Agenda for Europe). With this new 
structure culture and mission the DG wants to better align the 
work of the DG with key EU policies for the coming decade: 
ensuring that digital technologies can help deliver the growth 
which the EU needs, and to be “more flexible, with fewer 
managers, less fragmented, and better finding the links between 
policy and research areas.” 
 
 
 
 

Publications 

Science Omega publishes EFN article on “Caring in Crisis” 

Science Omega recently published the EFN’s article on “Caring in 

Crisis” which reflects the EFN members’ account of the effect that 
the financial crisis has had on nurses and nursing at national 
level. The article summarises the grave impact that austerity 
budgets have had on nurses’ salaries, posts, and working 
conditions and its overall impact on healthcare systems. The EFN 
remains committed to ensuring that these issues are tackled at EU 
level.  

Patient safety, satisfaction, and quality of hospital care: 
cross sectional surveys of nurses and patients 

In follow-up of the international conference “Ensuring tomorrow’s 

health: workforce planning and mobility”, held on 7-9 December 
2011 in Brussels, the project RN4CAST published an article on 
“Patient safety, satisfaction, and quality of hospital care” 
highlighting findings from 13 countries which shows that in 
hospitals with better work environments and fewer patients in 
each nurse’s workload, patients and nurses both reported higher 
standards of care and patients are more satisfied, and that 
improvement of hospital work environments might be a relatively 
low cost strategy to improve safety and quality in hospital care 
and to increase patient satisfaction. 
 
How to avoid financial errors in FP7  

As part of a Communication Campaign launched by the European 
Commission DG Research & Innovation on 19 March with the aim 

to reduce financial errors in research expenditure, a document 
listing the ten most common financial errors in cost claims for 
research grants has been issued. The purpose of this document is 
to share information and knowledge and raise awareness within 
the research community of the importance of submitting error 
free cost claims as a way to speed up payments, avoid 
reimbursement of ineligible amounts and liquidated damages and 
achieve more reliable and error free financial reporting. 
 

Agenda 

eHealth Conference week 2012 
7-9 May 2012, Copenhagen 

Working Group on European Workforce for Health 
10 May 2012, Brussels  

EU Health Policy Forum 
10 May 2012, Brussels 

BEUC 50th Anniversary conference “A vision for a 2020 consumer 
policy strategy” 
10 May 2012, Brussels 

Patients’ Rights Conference/Day 
15-16 May 2012, Brussels 

8th Annual World Health Care Congress Europe 2012 
23-24 May 2012, Amsterdam  

Conference on Cross-Border Healthcare in Europe “Towards 
Clarity, Quality and Synergy between Member States”  
30 May 2012, Brussels 

European Biosafety Summit 
1st June 2012, London 

Course on EU lobbying - Skills and Strategies  
4-8 June 2012, Brussels 

EPHA Annual conference on “Restructuring Health systems: How 
to promote health in times of austerity?” 
6 June 2012, Brussels 

Conference HOSPAGE “Aging health workforce - aging patients: 
multiple challenges for hospitals in Europe” 
12-13 June 2012, Berlin, Germany 
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http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/information_society/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/information_society/connect_en.htm
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http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/information_society/connect_en.htm
http://www.scienceomega.com/article/147/caring-in-crisis
http://www.scienceomega.com/article/147/caring-in-crisis
http://hrh2011.belgium.iom.int/http:/hrh2011.belgium.iom.int/
http://hrh2011.belgium.iom.int/http:/hrh2011.belgium.iom.int/
http://www.rn4cast.eu/
http://www.bmj.com/content/344/bmj.e1717
http://www.bmj.com/content/344/bmj.e1717
http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/pdf/avoiding-errors/communication_campaign.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/pdf/avoiding-errors/error_free_cost_reporting_under_fp7.pdf
http://worldofhealthit.org/2012/
http://ec.europa.eu/health/workforce/events/ev_20110207_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/interest_groups/eu_health_forum/policy_forum/index_en.htm
http://www.beuc50years.eu/
http://www.beuc50years.eu/
http://www.activecitizenship.net/
http://www.worldcongress.com/events/HR12015/index.cfm?confCode=HR12015
http://publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/events/CE30-PPE2.php
http://publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/events/CE30-PPE2.php
http://www.europeanbiosafetynetwork.eu/
http://www.europeanlobby.eu/
http://www.epha.org/
http://www.epha.org/
http://www.hospage.eu/
http://www.hospage.eu/

