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President’s Message 
 
Dear EFN Members and Colleagues, 

 
I hope you have all had restful 
holidays! 
 
First of all I would like to thank you 
for all the messages of support and 
condolences in the aftermath of the 
tragic events at Utoya and in Oslo, 

it means a lot to us! 
 
As you can imagine, these events have been at 
the forefront of our thoughts and activities for 
the past weeks and will continue to influence our 
lives for the future. I would like to focus on some 
positive aspects, however, the nurses and their 
contribution and role in the disasters and 
aftermath. Hospitals did not need to send out 
requests for extra nursing staff to come to work, 
nurses volunteered immediately and this made 
me very proud to be a nurse and of the nurses!  
 
The competences and skills of nurses were 
invaluable in dealing with the crisis, but also in 
the care needed by patients and relatives after 
the most critical physical injuries have been 
treated. The importance of the skills and 
competences nurses have and their crucial role 
in the health care system is also at the heart of 
what EFN at all times strives to communicate 
and lobby for at EU level. We need to make sure 
nurses are in the right place with the right skills 
in the future health care systems across Europe. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in Poland! 
 

Unni Hembre 
EFN President 
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News from EFN  
 
EU Consultation on the Green Paper on Modernising the Professional Qualifications 
Directive  
Following the EU public consultation aiming to evaluate the Professional Qualifications Directive, 
the European Commission launched a green paper, which presents new ideas for facilitating the 
mobility of the EU citizens for professional purposes in the Single Market and sets out options 
for the modernisation of automatic recognition. Being an important issue for nurses and the 
nursing profession, the EFN is preparing its contribution to this green paper public consultation, 
aiming to gather the EU stakeholders‟ views on the modernisation of the Directive, and 
encourages all its members to do the same. The deadline to provide your input is: 20 
September 2011.  
 
Common Strategic Framework on Health 
The EFN participated in the Advisory workshop on the content of the Horizon 2020 Common 
Strategic Framework on Health that took place in Brussels on 6-7 July 2011. The participants 
were invited to provide their views on the challenges to be tackled by the EU research and 
innovation policy and concluded that a strong evidence base is required for effective health 
promotion and disease prevention, as well as for providing the relevant evidence for evidence-
based regulation, and that there is a need for comprehensive health indicators for the EU. 
Actively involved in the Active and Healthy Ageing Innovation Partnership, part of the 
Innovation Union - one of the Europe 2020 flagship initiatives, the EFN has been appointed as 
expert in this advisory board, with the objective to draft the health component of this new 
Framework Programme.  
 
European Innovation Partnership on Healthy and Active Ageing  
Actively involved in the Steering Group of the innovation partnership, the EFN has been present 
in the several „Sherpa‟ meetings, organised with the objective to prepare the work of the 
Steering Group. As such, the EFN participated in the 3rd Sherpa meeting, held on 7 July 2011, 
where the Commission presented the main results and conclusions of the 3 workshops 
organised in June - Prevention, Screening and early diagnosis; Independent living; and Care 
and Cure, and presented a new table describing seven lines of action for the Strategic 
Implementation Plan (SIP) - integrated care, collection of evidence and good practices to 
promote partnerships and capacity building in using EU funding, frailty, loss of functionality and 
chronic disease management - which will serve as the basis to start the activities in the 
Partnership. An area not included and pointed out by the participants is health promotion. Been 
nominated to the Innovative Partnership Steering Group in charge of leading the pillar „Care 
and Cure‟, the EFN is currently scaling up nursing led initiatives in chronic diseases and 
integrated care, identified as new innovative ways of delivering care. Next Steering Committee 
meeting will be held on 16 September 2011.  
 
Furthermore, building up on the main results of the FP7 project on Health systems and long-
term care for older people in Europe - INTERLINKS, in which it has been involved, and on the 
Austrian Ministry for Social Affairs and Consumer Protection recent report on “Active Ageing”, 
the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research has published a Policy Brief entitled 
“Active Ageing and Prevention in the Context of Long-Term Care - Rethinking Concepts and 
Practices”, which analyses some conceptual meanings of prevention and long-term care in 
relation to active ageing, and outlines some general European trends and national 
developments in Austria concerning long-term care, as well as related measures of prevention 
and activation for older people. The Policy Brief concludes with a number of recommendations 
for prevention and active ageing policies targeted specifically for those older people with 
existing long-term care needs. 
 
WHO Regional Office for Europe Health 2020 Strategy 
In its efforts to consult and engage with the EU stakeholders in the development of a new 
European policy for health - „Health 2020‟-, and taking into account the importance of their 
active engagement to the success of this new Policy, the WHO Regional Office for Europe, 
invited the EFN to participate in the meeting held in Brussels, on 12 July, with the aim to inform 
the invited NGOs on the process and substance of this „Health 2020‟ policy for health; and to 
explore how to promote and achieve a strong collaboration in designing and implementing 
policies in a partnership between WHO Regional Office and NGOs. One of the core component of 
the Health 2020, which aims to represent a tool for coherence in policy making, legitimacy and 
synergies, is a study carried out by WHO that highlights the role of the determinants of health 
and inequalities, the governance for health, and how to define and have evidence on effective 
solutions to address the burden of diseases targeting people and citizens. The EFN sees this 
Health 2020 process as a timely opportunity to further increase WHO/Europe‟s collaboration 
with NGOs on a polity which aims to be an inspiration and guiding principle for Member States 
and other stakeholders in health in Europe and in the future. The next step on this process is an 
online consultation with NGOs.  
 

EFN UPDATE  

SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2011 

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/consultations/2011/professional_qualifications_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/qualifications/policy_developments/legislation_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/consultations/docs/2011/professional_qualifications_directive/COM267_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/consultations/2011/professional_qualifications_directive_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?pg=home
http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/pdf/innovation-union-communication_en.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm?section=active-healthy-ageing&pg=steering-group
file:///G:/EFN%20C%20Drive/UPDATE/2011/4.%20September-October%202011/INTERLINKS
http://www.euro.centre.org/
http://www.euro.centre.org/data/1310723769_53386.pdf
http://www.euro.centre.org/data/1310723769_53386.pdf
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AGENDA 

 
Polish EU Presidency 
1st July-31st December 2011 

EPHA one day workshop on „Preparing for the 
Cypriot Presidency of the Council of the EU‟ 
3 September 2011, Nicosia - Cyprus 

High Level Conference on EU Health 
Programmes: results and future perspectives 
6-7 September 2011, Brussels – Belgium 

Polish EU Presidency Expert conference on 
education in quality of care and patient safety 
9 September 2011, Krakow – Poland 

European Institute of Public Administration 
(EIPA) seminar on „Health and Structural Funds - 
sharing good practice to prepare for the post 
2013 period‟  
13-14 September 2011, Maastricht, The 
Netherlands 

Conference on “Women for Europe and the 
Citizens‟ Initiative” 
21 September 2011, Brussels – Belgium 

Lunch debate on “Improving the sustainability of 
healthcare systems through better adherence to 
therapies: a multi-stakeholder approach” 
21 September 2011, Brussels – Belgium 

EuregioIII – 5th Workshop on “Structural Funds & 
health improvement: reflections to date and the 
way forward”  
21 September 2011, Brussels – Belgium 

EUFAMI 5th European Congress on “Community 
Care - a blessing or a curse?”  
24-25 September 2011, Basel – Switzerland  

15th Annual Meeting of the European Forum of 
National Nursing and Midwifery Associations and 
WHO  
29-30 September 2011, Copenhagen - Denmark 

FINE workshop “Nursing Education - Developing 
the Art and Facing the Challenges”  
29-30 September 2011, Ljubljana – Slovenia 

International Conference on “Science and Art of 
Nursing: Topical issues”  
30 September-1st October 2011, Klaipeda – 
Lithuania 

Single Market Forum  
2-4 October 2011, Krakow – Poland 

14th European Health Forum Gastein  
5-8 October 2011, Bad Hofgastein – Austria 

European Debate on “Building a Highly Qualified 
Workforce for Health”  
5 October 2011, Warsaw - Poland 

EFN General Assembly  
6-7 October 2011, Warsaw - Poland  

2nd International Public Health Nursing 
Conference  
9-11 October 2011, Minnesota – USA 

Open Days 2011 debate on “2014+: Will Cross-
Border Cooperation in Health still matter?” 
12 October 2011, Brussels - Belgium 

European Institute of Public Administration 
(EIPA) Seminar on “eHealth: Innovation, 
Implementation and Transferability”  
13-14 October 2011, Maastricht – The 
Netherlands 

EPSU European Health Conference  
18-19 October 2011, Bucharest - Romania 

Fit for Work Europe Annual Conference on 
musculoskeletal diseases (MSDs)  
19 October 2011, Brussels – Belgium 

 
News from the EU 
 
Polish EU Presidency 
On 1st July 2011, Poland took over the six months rotating presidency of the European Union, 
from Hungary. Now that the European Union has the new Lisbon Treaty in place, the Polish EU 
Presidency is aiming to take action in the areas where the European Union has more scope for 
engagement. Together with Denmark & Cyprus, part of the trio EU Presidency, it will analyse 
and undertake to modernise the most important EU policies, such as: the cohesion and the 
research and innovation policies, necessary for the optimisation of the Single Market Act and 
the diffusion of its tools, as the IMI system, for cooperation among the EU Member States. The 
Polish Presidency is also aiming to contribute to the development of the Common Strategic 
Framework - Horizon 2020 - and the Innovation Union initiatives in order to create an effective 
and coherent system of supporting research and developments at EU, national and regional 
levels. As regards health, the Polish Presidency will focus on prevention, health promotion and 
education while targeting the determinants of health. Chronic and neurodegenerative diseases 
will be the framework where actions will be launched with a great significance for the ageing 
population and will be oriented towards new organisation of care and integration of social and 
health sectors. In that sense, the Polish presidency will support the Active and Healthy Ageing 
Innovation Partnership, in which the EFN is actively involved, and promote how e-Health can 
ensure that future activities are reinforced to tackle the healthcare challenges.  
 
“Horizon 2020 – the new Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (FP8)” 
On 10 June 2011, the EU Commissioner for Research and Innovation, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, 
announced the name for the next Framework Programme for Research and Innovation - 
“Horizon 2020 - the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation”. This new „FP8‟ 
programme which will be introduced post-2013, and will build upon the successes of the current 
Framework Programme for Research (FP7), the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework 
Programme (CIP) and the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT), is aiming 
maximise the contribution of EU funded research and innovation to sustainable growth and jobs 
and to tackling the challenges facing Europe – such as health and ageing population.  
 
Furthermore, on 19 July the European Commission announced the injection of nearly 7 billion 
euro to stimulate innovation through research. Released as part of the Framework Programme 
for Research (FP7), this funding package, that will be given to universities, research 
organisations and companies, is aiming to promote research to tackle the biggest societal 
challenges facing Europe and the world, and should lead to the creation of around 174.000 jobs 
in the short-term and 450.000 over the next 15 years. In all, 220 million euro of the 656 million 
available for health research and 240 million euro of the 1.3 billion in funding for information 
and communication technology (ICT) will be allocated to work aimed at tackling the challenge of 
an ageing population. The majority of the “calls for proposals” are now available. Finally, there 
will also be a new EU Prize for Women Innovators whose work has been funded by FP7 or 
earlier programmes. 
 
“PAH (Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension) Nursing Interactive Medical Center” 
educational program 
With the urgent need of formalised education which increases the knowledge, skills, 
competences and confidence of nurses involved in the management of PAH (Pulmonary Arterial 
Hypertension), the Medical Doctors Social Networking (MDSNe) has launched the PAH Nursing 
Interactive Medical Center educational program, aiming to enhance nurses‟ foundational 
knowledge of and expand their competencies in managing patients with PAH. The program, 
available to verified nurses in Europe, will be accredited by the Royal College of Nursing (RCN), 
and free of charge to users. 
 
Publications 
 
Promoting health - should the EU have a role?  
As part of its programme "Well Being 2030”, the European Policy Centre has published a 
document entitled “Promoting health - should the EU have a role?”, which highlights the 
possibilities and challenges concerning health promotion and prevention of diseases. The 
document consider EU‟s current role in tackling the causes and development of illnesses, and 
suggests ways how it could play an even greater role in creating a healthier European society. 
 
New COCIR Toolkits on eHealth 
Building on the success of its Telemedicine Toolkit, published in 2010 and updated in 2011 with 
success stories and new evidence on the benefits of telehealth for patients, COCIR, the voice of 
the European Radiological, Electromedical and Healthcare IT Industry, has recently launched its 
first eHealth Toolkit, which sets out recommendations on how to create a favourable 
environment for innovative technologies in healthcare and highlights the potential of eHealth to 
improve the management of chronic diseases.  
 
“How the EU Institutions Work and How to Work with the EU Institutions” 
Alan Hardacre, a lecturer at the European Institute of Public Administration (EIPA), has 
published a book entitled “How the EU Institutions Work and How to Work with the EU 
Institutions”, which provides a practical guide for anyone wanting to understand, study, or work 
with the EU institutions and decision-making. The book is designed to provide comprehensive 
information on key issues such as how are the EU laws made, and how can their making be 
influenced at a practical level, and what has been the impact of the changes introduced by the 
Treaty of Lisbon. 
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