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President’s Message 
 
Dear EFN Members and Colleagues, 

 
First of all, thank you all for your 
confidence in electing me as the 
EFN president for another term. I 
very much appreciate your trust in 
me and will do my utmost to 
represent European nurses and 
nursing issues in dialogue with the 

EU institutions.  
 
To the Polish Nurses Association, thank you for 
organizing a successful GA and a very interesting 
debate in the parliament. I think you made 
excellent use of a general assembly and the 
presence of European colleagues in order to raise 
important issues for discussions at national level. 
It shows the value of EFN organizing GAs in the 
countries holding the EU presidency. 
 
Congratulations to us all for approving a new 
constitution, which allows us to move forward in 
a progressive way and make EFN a more 
powerful organisation. The Executive committee 
will now make sure that the internal regulations 
correspond to the new constitution. This is a 
great responsibility, which we will take seriously.  
 
Lastly, I would encourage you all to take part in 
the book launch and event in the parliament in 
the 23rd of November. Not only is this a great 
occasion to celebrate EFN, it is also an occasion 
to make contact with national MEPs and start a 
dialogue on important issues. 
 
I would like to encourage as many of you as 
possible to come and I look forward to seeing 
you in Brussels on the 23rd! 
 
 

 
Unni Hembre 
EFN President 
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News from EFN  

EFN Autumn General Assembly, 6-7 October 2011, Warsaw-Poland 
The EFN members met on 6-7 October 2011, in Warsaw - Poland, for the 95th EFN General 
Assembly, hosted by the Polish Nurses Association. The EFN members discussed and shared 
their views and experiences on key issues, such as: Directive 36; the European Health 
Professional Card; the “Horizon 2020” Framework Programme; and the creation of an EU Centre 
for Nursing Research; the Joint Action on EU Workforce for Health; the implementation of the 
Directive on Patients’ Rights in Cross-border Healthcare and of the Sharp Injuries Directive; the 
eHealth projects that EFN is involved in – e.g. Chain of Trust, and the European Innovative 
Partnership on Healthy and Active Ageing. The EFN members also approved a new Constitution 
which will go into effect in the beginning of 2012, and re-elected two members of the Executive 
Committee: President – Ms Unni Hembre (Norwegian Nurses Organisation) and Treasurer – Mr 
Pierre Théraulaz (Swiss Nurses’ Association), and elected two new members to the Executive 
Committee: Ms Sheila Dickson (Irish Nurses and Midwives Organisation) and Dorota Kilanska 
(Polish Nurses’ Association). The next EFN General Assembly will be held in Slovenia, on 19-20 
April 2012. 
 
EFN 40th Anniversary Book Launch 
In order to celebrate the EFN’s 40th Anniversary, the EFN has written a book on “Nurses’ Voice 
in the EU Policy Process”, which describes the history of EFN from the 1960’s up till today. The 
book will be launched at a dinner, hosted by MEPs Marian Harkin and Liz Lynne, in the European 
Parliament on 23 November. The EFN hopes that everyone will support the book and the book 
launch event, which will bring together EFN members, MEPs, Commission officials, and other 
key stakeholders. A press release will follow the event on 23 November with details on how to 
order the book. 
 
Expert Conference on Education in Quality Care and Patient Safety 
On 9th September, the EFN participated in an Expert Conference on Education in Quality Care 
and Patient Safety in Krakow, Poland. Organised by the Polish Presidency, this conference 
brought together delegates from Ministries of Health of EU Member States, European 
Commission, Council of Europe, EU stakeholders, and representatives of Polish medical 
universities in order to discuss healthcare safety issues. These fruitful discussions led to the 
adoption of the ‘Krakow Statement on education in quality care and patient safety’, which is 
seen as an important step towards the implementation of the strategic documents already 
agreed on in 2007-2008, such as: the Council Recommendation on patient safety, including the 
prevention and control of healthcare associated infections, and the White Paper "Together for 
Health: A Strategic Approach for the EU 2008-2013. 
 
EFN Secretary General welcomes the Commission adoption of the ‘Future of cohesion 
policy’ 
The European Commission has adopted a draft legislative package which will frame cohesion 
policy for 2014-2020. The new proposals are designed to reinforce the strategic dimension of 
the policy and to ensure that EU investment is targeted on Europe's long-term goals for growth 
and jobs ("Europe 2020"). Through Partnership Contracts agreed with the Commission, Member 
States will commit to focussing on fewer investment priorities in line with these objectives. The 
package also harmonises the rules related to different funds to increase the coherence of EU 
action and it outlines, among other things, the promotion of employment & supporting labour 
mobility as well as investments in education, skills & life-long learning as important objectives. 
 
News from the EU 
The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights identifies migrants’ barriers to 
healthcare 
On 11 October 2011, the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), of which the 
EFN is a stakeholder, revealed its findings on the barriers that migrants in an irregular situation 
face when accessing healthcare. The findings are part of a new FRA report on "Migrants in an 
irregular situation: access to healthcare in 10 European Member States". This report documents 
the legal, economic and practical obstacles that hinder irregular migrants' access to healthcare. 
The report looks specifically into healthcare for mothers and children (in particular 
immunisations), mental healthcare and care for chronic diseases. The results were based on 
desk research and interviews with migrants, healthcare providers, public authorities and civil 
society. This report forms part of a bigger agency project about the access to rights and 
services for irregular migrants, people who live in the EU without fulfilling the legal conditions 
for entry, stay or residence. 
 
Polish Presidency Public Health Programme 
On 12 October 2011, Agnieszka Czupryniak presented the Polish Presidency’s Public Health 
Programme at the EU Health Policy Forum meeting in Brussels. In it, the Polish Presidency 
underlines factors such as closing the gaps in health status of the European Union’s population, 
and the prevention of brain diseases and neurodegenerative diseases as its main priorities. As 
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AGENDA 

 
Polish EU Presidency 
1st July-31st December 2011 
 
European Gender Summit 
8-9 November 2011, Brussels - Belgium 
 
5th Editorial Board meeting of the Health-EU 
portal 
15 November 2011, Luxembourg 
 
European Antibiotic Awareness Day (EAAD) 
17 November 2011, Brussels - Belgium 
 
Expert Conference on “New Quality 
Developments in Healthcare” 
18 November 2011, Warsaw - Poland 
 
“A short course on Promoting healthy workers in 
health - promoting workplaces: Concepts, 
methodology and practices” 
29 November - 3 December 2011, Brisbane – 
Australia 
 
Microsoft event on “Partnering for Better Health: 
improving care, accelerating growth and 
efficiency” 
30 November 2011, Brussels - Belgium 
 
EHTEL 2011 Symposium “Seamless Integration 
for Personal Health Services – Evidence and 
Sustainability” 
30 November - 1 December 2011, Brussels - 
Belgium 
 
ePractice Workshop on "eHealth and Equity in 
the Global Health Communities" 
15 December 2011, Brussels - Belgium  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

part of its recommendations, the Polish Presidency stresses the need for strengthened 
cooperation with relevant stakeholders at all levels of care, and exchange of best practices, 
along with data on their prevalence and incidence. 
 
A New Task Force on Patient Safety 
On 7 September 2011, Health First Europe together with Task Force Patron MEP Christofer 
Fjellner (EPP, Sweden) launched the Task Force on Patient Safety to demand more stringent 
recommendations for Member States with regards to the safety of patients. As part of the 
review of the Council Recommendations on patient safety, including the prevention and control 
of healthcare associated infections, the Task Force will utilise its broad participation of members 
– in particular patients, healthcare professionals, hospitals and industry - to formulate further 
recommendations for Member States following on the European Commission’s review. The 
Health First Europe Task Force will publish its demands during an event in the European 
Parliament alongside the ongoing review of the implementation of the 2009 Council 
Recommendations in winter 2011/2012.  
 
Poor governance threatening 'Europe 2020' strategy 
According to a new study on the first European semester presented by Green MEPs on 19 
October the EU is not on target for the 'Europe 2020' strategy and will miss its 75% 
employment target by up to 2.6% and fall short of its target of 3% expenditure of GDP on 
research. Education and poverty targets will also be missed and particularly worrying is the 
claim that the EU’s seven 2020 ‘flagships’ have completely disappeared from the Commission’s 
Annual Growth Survey (AGS). The Commission will now review the recommendations and 
suggest possible reforms during the implementation of the next semester. 
 
Publications 

Report on the mid-term evaluation of the EU Health Strategy 2008-2013 
On 5 October 2011, the Public Health Evaluation and Impact Assessment Consortium (PHEIAC), 
commissioned by DG Sanco, published its mid-term evaluation of the EU Health Strategy 2008-
2013. The evaluation team used stakeholders’ interviews, questionnaires, and desk-based 
research in order to evaluate the implementation and impacts of the EU Health Strategy for the 
period 2008-2010 and to carry out an overview to see whether the principles and objectives, as 
well as the coordination mechanisms, are still equally weighted. The evaluation results suggest 
that the EU Health Strategy has had varying success in influencing, guiding and encouraging 
different actors in the public health arena to adopt, adapt or revise policies, or undertake 
concrete actions.  
 
“The Impact of Pay Increases on Nurses' Labour Market - a Review of Evidence from 
Four OECD Countries” 
The OECD has published a Health Working Paper on “The Impact of Pay Increases on Nurses' 
Labour Market a Review of Evidence from Four OECD Countries”. In it, the authors review the 
impact of pay increases on nurses’ labour market indicators. Using background data, the 
authors analyse the impact in detail and offer possible drivers for increases in nurses’ salary, 
such as labour market concerns, pay equity issues, and improving international pay 
competitiveness. However, they point out that how nurses are paid, as well as how much they 
are paid, is an issue worthy of more detailed examination given the differences of nurses’ pay 
systems in OECD countries. 
 
“Women and Europe for Total, Irrevocable Equality” 
On 19 September 2011, the Robert Schuman Foundation (RSF) published a European Issue 
policy paper on “Women and Europe for Total, Irrevocable Equality” in which the position of 
women in Europe and notably the question of equality is examined. The importance of the 21 
September meeting on “Women and Europe and the Citizens’ Initiative”, organised in 
partnership between the RSF and the Commission, in highlighting the potential of the Citizens’ 
Initiative and convincing women that they can use it for equality to finally become a reality is 
also stressed. 
 
“Safety First: Mobility of Healthcare Professionals in the EU” 
The House of Lords has published a report entitled “Safety First: Mobility of Healthcare 
Professionals in the EU” on the issue of minimum training requirements for nurses, to which the 
EFN has provided its input. The report highlights the EFN’s wish to maintain the reference to 
4,600 hours but to remove the alternative option of three years (CHAPTER 2: Automatic 
recognition, training and access, ¶18). 
 
EU funding possibilities to promote active ageing 
The Committee of the Regions, AGE Platform Europe and the European Commission issued a 
brochure presenting EU funding possibilities for regional and local initiatives to promote active 
ageing and solidarity between generations. The aim of the brochure is to make a contribution to 
the European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations 2012. The majority of 
initiatives to promote active ageing – throughout 2012 and onwards – will be taken without 
financial support from the EU, but in some cases EU funding will play a role. The brochure 
shows what resources are available and invites regional and local stakeholders to make the best 
possible use of them, preferably working in partnerships involving several countries.  
 
The mobility of health professionals 
The WHO Regional Office for Europe has published a study, under the framework of the 
European Commission’s Health PROMeTHEUS project, which poses a set of questions of key 
interest to policy-makers and offers policy-makers evidence of the nature and extent of health 
professional mobility in the EU, analysing its impact on country health systems and outlining 
some major policy strategies to address mobility. 
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