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President’s Message 
 
Dear EFN Members and Colleagues, 

 
I hope you are all enjoying spring 
and that many of you managed to 
meet at the ICN conference in 
Malta recently and network and 
share experiences with colleagues 
from all over the world.  
 

The research unit of the prestigious political 
magazine ‘The Economist’ published a report 
entitled “The future of healthcare in Europe”, 
looking at various healthcare scenarios for the 
next 20 years. 25 experts from the medical field, 
academia, politics, industry and hospital sector 
were interviewed and asked to predict 
developments in the next 20 years, key success 
factors, major threats and opportunities. I had 
the pleasure of being interviewed as the only 
nurse representative. My key issue was the 
importance of prevention and the nurses `crucial 
role in delivering quality healthcare and 
promoting prevention’ (page 32 of the article).  
 
The 2nd biosafety summit is to take place in 
Dublin on 1st June, organized by the Irish Nurses 
and Midwives Organisation and the European 
Biosafety Network. The focus is on the 
implementation phase of the sharps injuries 
directive, share national practices and provide 
useful guidelines for the future national 
implementation of this directive.  
 
In Krakow, Poland, 2 June, I will be giving a 
speech at the Conference on the 100 years of 
nursing in Poland. Theory and practice of nursing 
in the 21st Century. I will be talking about 
“Nursing education and regulation – A European 
perspective”. I will also take part in the 
consortium and stakeholders’ meeting for the 
RN4Cast, taking place in Krakow on 3 June, 
where the latest data of the project will be 
presented by, amongst others, Prof. Linda Aiken. 
The EFN is an important stakeholder in this 
project and the results of this study will 
constitute useful tools for all the NNAs to use 
nationally in the time to come.  
 
During the recent ETUC (European Trade Union 
Confederation) Congress in Athens, where I gave 
a brief presentation on equality and equal pay, I 
had the great pleasure of visiting the offices and 
talking to our colleagues in the Hellenic Nurses 
Association, who are facing major challenges due 
to the financial crisis.  
 
Important meetings have taken place in recent 
months regarding the consultation process on 
Directive 36. We look forward to seeing the 
outcome of the consultation process and the 
content of the Green paper. We will need to keep 
our focus on this issue and keep following the 
process closely! 
 

Unni Hembre 
EFN President 

 
 

News from EFN  
 
Healthy Ageing Innovation Partnership 
Being a member of the Steering Group on Active and Healthy Ageing Innovation Partnership, 
the EFN participated in the first meeting that took place in Brussels, on 2 May 2011. 
Representing the health professionals; patients; elderly; industry; ministries of health, 
innovation and science; Carers; DG SANCO; DG INFSO and DG Research, the Steering Group 
discussed the purpose and expected outcomes of this initiative that aims to add, by 2020, two 
healthy life years to the average healthy life span of European citizens. The EFN expressed its 
support to the identified three areas for action: innovation in support of people’s health and 
well-being, in support of collaborative care systems and social services for the older people 
(community care) and in products and services for active and independent living, bearing in 
mind the concepts of health promotion, home-based care and self-care. The EFN will work to 
change the classical disease approach of EU initiatives, advocating for a citizen, patient, user 
and gender centred approach when designing the implementation plan, and will focus on 
promoting “Community care using Cohesion Funds” to scale up what already exists and make a 
difference for the European citizens, especially for the EU Member States that joined the EU 
from 2004.  
 
Steering Group of the European Professional Card 
As a member of the Steering Committee of the Health Professional Card, formed as part of the 
modernisation process of the DIR 2005/36/EC, the EFN participated in the meeting that took 
place on 23 May 2011, in Brussels, where Mr Tiedje, DG Internal Market, updated members on 
the upcoming Green Paper on modernising the DIR 36, expected by 22 June. The non-paper 
prepared by the European Commission on the European Professional Card was examined and 
commented by several participants. The EFN presented a draft proposal commenting the non-
paper and envisaging different paths to go forward. The EFN will now draw up a draft case 
study for different stakeholders to be engaged, mainly competent authorities. The next meeting 
will take place on 8 July 2011. 
 
EU Consultation on EU research and innovation funding  
Taking into account the debate on the post-2013 period budget for the EU, and the need for the 
European Commission to prepare proposals for all of its funding programmes, including support 
for research and innovation, by the end of 2011, the EFN provided its input to the consultation 
on the Green Paper “Towards a Common Strategic Framework for EU research and innovation 
funding”. The EFN believes that the EU funding has the potential to develop the areas that need 
a coordinated and harmonised development which could never be achieved by national and/or 
regional funding. Also, it is important that the EU funding is orientated towards the promotion 
of the development of all EU countries and positively contributing to the EU enlargement, and to 
the decrease of the current inequalities among the EU Member States in terms of health and 
accessibility to healthcare and social innovation. 
 
EU Consultation on eHealth Action Plan 2011-2020 
In 2010, the flagship initiatives ‘Digital Agenda for Europe’ and ‘Innovation Union’ were 
launched as part of the EU's “Europe 2020” strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth, both including an important role for eHealth, one of the key priorities for the EFN. 
Taking part in the European Commission public consultation on eHealth Action Plan 2012-2020 
the EFN highlighted that eHealth solutions and applications must involve nurses and nursing, 
from direct care on through regulation and policy development and application. Technology 
alone cannot define its development and implementation. The challenge is to ensure a 
development that addresses the needs for our future healthcare. Furthermore, the EFN 
welcomes the rationale of the European Commission to deliver a new eHealth Action Plan, as it 
is time to realise that Europe has made significant investments and efforts in eHealth solutions 
even though fragmented, leading to the current lack of interoperability.  
 
Health in the Europe 2020 context  
On 4 May 2011, the EFN participated in a panel debate organised by the EUREGHA Network on 
“How can public actors mainstream health in the Europe 2020 context?” focusing on key issues 
such as the future of health policy in the financial prospect post-2013, the future health 
strategy and health in the Europe2020 context. Invited as keynote speaker, Andrzej Rys, 
European Commission DG SANCO Public Health Director, highlighted some of the priorities of 
the EU Health Agenda: well-being in line with the next Health Strategy “Health for Growth” that 
will be linked to research and innovation, employment and inclusion policies; reduce of health 
inequalities; promotion of health information; health systems (efficiency and sustainability); 
cross border healthcare; and ageing that will remain as an opportunity to reorient the health 
systems promoting towards their sustainability using new technologies. As regards the future 
steps after 2013, the European commission intends to focus on: implementation of the EU 
legislation; cohesion policy; innovation and cross border cooperation; and rethink the current 
strategies that invest activities that go against public health promotion.  
 

EFN UPDATE  

JUNE - JULY 2011 

http://www.eufutureofhealthcare.com/sites/default/files/EIU-Janssen%20Healthcare_Web%20version.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm?section=active-healthy-ageing
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-0066+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.efnweb.eu/version1/en/documents/EFNCommonStrategicFrameworkEUfunding-Final-20052011.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/com_2011_0048_csf_green_paper_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/com_2011_0048_csf_green_paper_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm?pg=intro
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/health/ehealth_ap_consultation/index_en.htm
http://www.efnweb.eu/version1/en/documents/EFNinputtopublicconsultintheeHAP2012-2020FINAL.pdf
http://www.euregha.net/home/
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AGENDA 

 
2nd European Biosafety Summit 
1st June 2011, Dublin – Ireland 
 
19th International Conference on Health 
Promoting Hospitals and Health Services 
1-3 June 2011, Turku – Finland 
 
International Training Conference on “100 Years 
of Nursing” 
2-3 June 2011, Krakow - Poland 
 
RN4CAST EU Project stakeholders’ meeting  
3 June 2011, Krakow - Poland 
 
Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer 
Affairs Council - meeting (Health)  
6 June 2011, Luxembourg 
 
CHES Policy Dialogue on “Presidencies talking: 
Health Council Briefing and the next steps 
towards active healthy ageing” 
7 June 2011, Brussels  
 
FP7 Health - Open Information Day  
9 June 2011, Brussels 
 
Conference on the Common Strategic Framework 
for EU research and innovation funding 
10 June 2011, Brussels 
 
European Parliament Interest Group on Carers 
14 June 2011, Brussels 
 
3rd European Conference on Injury Prevention 
and Safety Promotion 
16-17 June 2011, Budapest - Hungary 
 
First Digital Agenda Assembly 
16-17 June 2011, Brussels  
 
EFN Executive Committee meeting 
17 June 2011, Brussels 
 
19th European Social Services Conference  
6-8 July 2011, Warsaw - Poland 
 
European Patients’ Forum Conference on the 
Rights and Needs for Older patients 
12-13 July 2011, Warsaw - Poland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
News from the EU 
 
Regions want EU funds to back social innovation 
Meeting on 10 May 2011, at the Committee of the Regions in Brussels, to discuss on social 
innovation, representatives of regions and cities called the European Commission to focus on EU 
funds to support new approaches to meeting social needs. It was expressed that the European 
Union could do more to encourage innovation in the design and delivery of public services, 
including education, health and social care services, by giving financial support to experimental 
projects at local level. A majority of the participants endorsed the idea of using money from 
existing funds and instruments – including the cohesion funds, the European Social Fund and 
EU research funds – to encourage social innovation at the local and regional level. For more 
information, click here.  
 
Women for Europe & Citizens’ Initiative 
Aiming to raise women’s awareness on the new instrument established by the Lisbon Treaty – 
the European Citizens’ Initiative, the Robert Schuman Foundation launched, with the support of 
the European Commission, an awareness raising campaign amongst women in Europe. As of 
April 1st 2012, European citizens, and therefore women, will be able to ask the EU to set out 
new legislation, on the condition that they collate 1 million signatures. Therefore, in order to get 
the 1 million signatures needed, it is important that the nursing profession, constituted by 93% 
of women, is mobilised and answers the online questionnaire, which results will be published 
during a conference taking place on 21 September 2011, at the European Parliament, in 
Brussels.  
 
Health inequalities indicators in the regions of Europe 
The results of a European project called I2SARE (Health Inequalities Indicators in the Regions of 
Europe), established to produce a health profile for each region of the European Union, have 
been published. The main conclusions of this project highlight the major differences in health at 
regional level - in many cases these are greater than differences at national level – and the 
need for policies at EU, national and regional level to recognise this. The I2SARE’s new tools 
give a quick and concentrated overview on the health situation in a region in comparison with 
other European regions. 
 
European Parliament – A new EU lobby register 
Meeting in Strasbourg on 11 May 2011, the MEPs agreed on a joint register of lobbyists and 
other interest groups seeking access to the European Parliament and the European Commission 
- which would provide further information, such as the number of individuals involved in any 
activities relating to the register and any EU funding or support received by the registrant -, 
and endorsed a proposal for a “legislative footprint annex” to reports drafted by MEPs, which 
would list all the lobbyists whom lead MEPs met while a legislative report was being drafted. 
MEPs hope that introducing a common register for both institutions will make it easier for 
lobbyists to sign up. At present, more than 1,700 organisations are accredited as interest 
groups in the European Parliament and around 3,900 are registered with the European 
Commission. This new EU Lobby register should be available online in June 2011. For more 
information, click here.  
 
Also, the Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS) has published a paper entitled “Lobbying 
the European Parliament: a Necessary Evil”, which analyses the weaknesses of the present 
rules of procedure at the European Parliament, showing that even if the European Parliament is 
in many ways more transparent and more accessible than many of the EU’s national 
parliaments, the code of conduct for lobbyists and the Parliament’s own Rules of Procedure are 
rather vague, and offers suggestions as to how the European Parliament can reform its rules 
governing MEPs and their relations with lobbyists.  
 
 
Publications 
 
“Help Wanted? Providing and Paying for Long-term Care” - OECD Report  
The OECD published a report, co-financed by the European Commission DG Health & 
Consumers, entitled "Help Wanted? Providing and Paying for Long-term Care". The report, 
which is the result of a 2 year’s project conducted between 2009 and 2010 through a mix of 
qualitative and quantitative methods, looks at how countries can provide the necessary care for 
older people, despite the ageing demographic and societal changes, taking into account that the 
rapid ageing of the population and societal changes will have a significant impact on both the 
delivery and financing of long-term care, and that they will affect the potential supply of 
individuals available to provide both formal and informal long-term care. 
 
Well-being 2030 – “Growth, well-being and social policy in Europe: trade-off or 
synergy?”   
Published within the framework of the “Well-being 2030” project, co-financed by the European 
Commission, the European Policy Centre (EPC) publication entitled “Growth, well-being and 
social policy in Europe: trade-off or synergy?” addresses the question of how to turn social 
policy into an effective productive factor, enabling well-being of European citizens and economic 
growth. Based on the argument that social policy can contribute to long-term sustainable 
growth, this document focuses on the policies that can bring the most added value to citizens’ 
life, and on the future of social policy in Europe.  
 

 

http://www.europeanbiosafetynetwork.eu/
http://www.hphconferences.org/turku2011/scope-purpose/scope-purpose.html
http://www.hphconferences.org/turku2011/scope-purpose/scope-purpose.html
http://www.100-leciepiel.cm-uj.krakow.pl/zaproszenie.php?w=a
http://www.100-leciepiel.cm-uj.krakow.pl/zaproszenie.php?w=a
http://www.rn4cast.eu/en/index.php
http://www.eu2011.hu/event/informal-epsco
http://www.eu2011.hu/event/informal-epsco
http://www.epc.eu/
http://www.epc.eu/
http://www.epc.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/health/events-05_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/index_en.cfm?pg=events
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/index_en.cfm?pg=events
http://www.eurocarers.org/
http://www.eurocarers.org/
http://www.eurosafe.eu.com/
http://www.eurosafe.eu.com/
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda/daa/
http://www.efnweb.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=88&eventsId=338&furtherEvents=yes
http://www.eu-patient.eu/Events/Conference-on-Rights-and-Needs-for-Older-Patients---Invitation/
http://www.eu-patient.eu/Events/Conference-on-Rights-and-Needs-for-Older-Patients---Invitation/
http://www.cor.europa.eu/pages/EventTemplate.aspx?view=folder&id=cc16249c-5074-4e33-a650-53202a43e73e&sm=cc16249c-5074-4e33-a650-53202a43e73e
http://www.cor.europa.eu/pages/EventTemplate.aspx?view=folder&id=cc16249c-5074-4e33-a650-53202a43e73e&sm=cc16249c-5074-4e33-a650-53202a43e73e
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/what/future/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/esf/home.jsp?langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/policy/social-innovation/index_en.htm
http://www.euractiv.com/en/regional-policy/regions-want-eu-funds-back-social-innovation-news-504725?utm_source=EurActiv+Newsletter&utm_campaign=61b203d5d6-my_google_analytics_key&utm_medium=email
http://www.citizens-initiative.eu/
http://www.robert-schuman.eu/index.php?lang=en
http://www.femmes-europe.eu/index.php?ln=en
http://www.femmes-europe.eu/questionnaire.php?ln=en
http://www.i2sare.eu/Contenu.aspx?page=1
http://www.i2sare.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2011-0222+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://europa.eu/lobbyists/interest_representative_registers/index_en.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110510IPR19128/html/MEPs-back-joint-Parliament-Commission-register-of-lobbyists
http://www.ceps.eu/
http://www.ceps.eu/book/lobbying-european-parliament-necessary-evil
http://www.ceps.eu/book/lobbying-european-parliament-necessary-evil
http://www.oecd.org/document/23/0,3746,en_2649_37407_47659479_1_1_1_37407,00.html
http://www.epc.eu/prog_forum.php?forum_id=8&prog_id=2
http://www.epc.eu/index.php
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_1281_challenge21.pdf
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_1281_challenge21.pdf

