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President’s Message 
 
Dear EFN Members and Colleagues, 

 
A belated Happy New Year to you 
all! 
 
On the 14th of January the EFN 
Executive Committee had its first 
meeting this year and we had the 
pleasure of welcoming 

representatives from three DGs of the European 
Commission to discuss several key political 
issues: Directive on Mutual Recognition of 
Professional Qualifications (Directive 36/2005), 
the Innovative partnership on healthy and active 
ageing, and the EU flagship “An agenda for new 
skills and jobs”. The Commission sees nurses as 
an important stakeholder when designing and 
planning the future health systems.  
 
The innovative partnership on active and healthy 
ageing which EFN will be involved in, will be 
important to follow-up as its main objective is to 
keep the ageing population healthy longer and 
nurses’ contribution to prevention and promotion 
will be crucial in this respect.  
 
The cross border health directive, just recently 
agreed upon in the European Parliament will be 
one of the major regulation measures for cross 
border health services. Previously governed by 
rulings of the European Court of Justice, the 
Directive is set to improve and clarify patients’ 
rights when seeking health services in other 
Member States. The final directive is much 
weakened since the first drafts and it will be 
interesting and important for the NNAs to follow-
up and make sure the implementation secures 
better patient safety and patient rights. Many 
NNAs have made significant contributions to the 
development of this directive and I would like to 
congratulate you all and wish you all good luck in 
the implementation period.  
 
As regards the Directive 36/2005, and upon the 
completion of its evaluation period in 2010, 2011 
marks the year for the consultation period. Now 
is the time to propose the changes WE want and 
make sure you send your contributions both 
through EFN and directly to the Commission. The 
deadline to provide your input to EFN is 15/02 
and to the Commission is 15/03.  
 
Good luck with the important work on these 
issues and I look forward to seeing you all in 
Reykjavik for the April General Assembly! 

 
Unni Hembre 

EFN President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from EFN  

Meeting with DG Internal Market 
On 6 January 2011, the EFN met DG Internal Market Head Office, Mr. Jürgen Tiedje, to discuss 
on the Recognition of Professional Qualifications’ Directive (DIR36). This meeting gave the 
opportunity to the EFN to exchange views with the Commission on this key issue, and to 
understand what is at stake for the nursing profession regarding the evaluation of the 
Professional Qualification Directive. The EFN also took this opportunity to ask some 
recommendations to Mr. Tiedje in order to prepare EFN input to the Public Consultation on 
DIR36 launched on 7 January 2011 (running until 15 March). Updating this directive is one of 
the leading measures of the Single Market Act. The results of the consultation will be integrated 
in an assessment report and a Green Paper planned by autumn 2011. The European 
Commission should submit proposals to modernise this directive in 2012. As a follow-up of this 
meeting, the EFN will participate in the EC Public Hearing to take place on 21 February 2011, 
organised in order to discuss the issues raised in the context of the evaluation and to the public 
debate. 

DG Sanco High Level Group - Working Group on Patient Safety & Quality of Care 
As active member of the High Level Group, the EFN participated in the meeting of the Working 
Group on Patient Safety & Quality of Care, held in Brussels on 26 January 2011, where the 
participants were briefed on the preparation of the project proposal “Joint Action of Patient 
Safety and Quality of Healthcare” (EUNETPASII) - that should start in September 2011 and in 
which the EFN will participate – with the aim to facilitate the implementation of the Council 
Recommendations on patient safety, including the prevention and control of Healthcare 
Associated Infections (HCAI). The participants also had the opportunity to discuss the draft of 
the European Commission questionnaire to be sent to the EU Member States in the coming 
weeks, addressed in order to collect information about national/regional strategy programs on 
patient safety, awareness campaign for patients and health professionals, education and 
training tools if implemented in view of the next report on the implementation progress of the 
Council Recommendation on patient safety, including the prevention and control of Healthcare 
Associated Infections (HCAI). The first draft of the evaluation report (based on the answers of 
Ministry of Health – competent authority) should be discussed in the High Level Group on 
Patient Safety and Quality of Care in the second half of 2011.  

Internal Market Information System (IMI) and Services Directive 
The EFN participated in the European Commission Conference “The IMI Network and the 
Services Directive – Releasing the full potential”, held in Brussels, on 27 January 2011, which 
brought together new and experienced IMI users from national, regional and local authorities. 
The participants had the opportunity to share their experiences and to analyse the results 
achieved up till now, explore solutions to challenges they are facing and the ways to further 
strengthen cooperation. For further information: http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/imi-
net/index_en.html  

EU Project - Chain of Trust  
On 31st January – 1st February 2011, the EFN participated in the kick off meeting of the 
European Patients’ Forum (EPF) EU project on e-Health ‘Chain of Trust’, in which the EFN is 
involved. Aiming to understand patients and health professionals’ perspective on Telehealth and 
building confidence and acceptance, this EU project running until December 2012, will evaluate 
the views, needs, benefits and barriers related to telehealth from the perspective of patients 
and health professionals - main end users of telehealth services across the EU. 

New elected President for the Finnish Nurses Association 
Ms Merja Merasto has been elected as the new President of the Finnish Nurses Association, for a 
4 years’ term (2011-2014). As a Specialized Registered Nurse and with a Master degree in 
Nursing Science, she has a wide background in different positions in health care and 
management. Promotion of health and wellbeing both for individuals and whole populations and 
reform of health care services and industrial relations have been integral part of her 
professional career in many ways. She has influenced health promotion, prevention of illness 
and nursing for patients and families also through her international networks and workgroups. 
Ms. Merasto has also been the Executive Director in The Union of Health And social Services 
TEHY and the Director of the NGO and home economics organization - the Finnish Martha 
Association. Furthermore, Ms Marianne Sipilä was re-elected as Vice President. Finally, we 
would like to thank Ms Katriina Laaksonen who served the Finnish Nurses Association for 12 
years as President, and has been actively involved in EFN and its lobby work, namely through 
her involvement as Executive Committee Member for several years.  

News from the EU 

Hungarian EU Presidency 
On 1st January 2011, Hungary took over the six months rotating presidency of the European 
Union, from Belgium, making it one of the most important players as regards the EU 
enlargement process in the coming year, as one of the main focus areas of this Presidency will 
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AGENDA 

 
Working Group on the European Workforce for 
Health 
7 February 2011, Brussels 
 
5th Annual Reshaping the Nursing Workforce 
Conference “Empowering professionals in a 
changing climate” 
8 February 2011, London 
 
Conference on “The Single Market: Time to Act!” 
8 February 2011, Brussels 
 
HFE “E-Quality in E-Health” publication launch 
8 February 2011, Brussels 
 
Implementing the Lisbon Treaty 
09-10 February 2011, Brussels 
 
EPHA Policy Coordination Meeting  
10 February 2011, Brussels 
 
Public Hearing on the Public Consultation on the 
Recognition of Professional Qualifications 
Directive 
21 February 2011, Brussels 
 
EPHA Policy Coordination Meeting  
10 March 2011, Brussels 
 
Centre for European Studies (CES) meeting on 
“Health care reforms in an ageing European 
Society” 
17 March 2011, Brussels 
 
“E-Health: Working Towards a New Holistic 
Healthcare Plan for Europe” 
23-24 March 2011, Brussels 
 
8th Biennial European Conference of ACENDIO 
24-26 March 2011, Funchal, Madeira 
 
Innovation in Healthcare: from Research to 
Market  
30-31 March 2011, Brussels 
 
EFN General Assembly 
31st March-1st April 2011, Reykjavik, Iceland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

be the “EU enlargement and global engagement”. As regards health, the Hungarian Presidency 
will focus on: “Patient and Professional Pathways in Europe”, with the aim to give priority to 
“Action for Prevention” and to “Investing in the Health Care of the Future and Human Resources 
for Health”, and more specifically on: health workforce (building on the major achievements of 
previous presidencies); eHealth (by promoting the role of e-Health in cross-border care, in 
relieving workforce shortages and in IT support in health policy decision making); the future of 
the EU Public Health Programme; injury prevention and safety promotion. Also, the Hungarian 
Presidency aims to raise issues like how the necessary knowledge-base, stock of experts, 
increased co-operation, joint research, exchange of information and best practices could be 
established to support the EU Member States’ governments in their efforts to modernise their 
health care systems. For further information: http://www.eu2011.hu/  

Patient’s Rights in Cross-Border Healthcare 
On 19 January 2011, the European Parliament voted in favour of the EU Directive on patients' 
rights in cross-border healthcare which marks an important step forward for all patients in 
Europe, as once implemented by the EU Member States (the Directive should become effective 
by 2013) the patients should find treatment more easily in another EU Member State, and be 
reimbursed for it. For further information: 
http://ec.europa.eu/health/cross_border_care/towards_legislative_framework/index_en.htm  

EU consultation on the review of EU working time Directive 
As part of its review of the EU working time Directive, the European Commission launched, on 
21st December 2010, a mandatory second stage of consultation with workers' and employers' 
representatives at EU level, to re-evaluate the implementation of this Directive in the EU 
Member States. With this second stage consultation the European Commission is seeking 
partners’ views on key themes such as: on-call time; timing of minimum rest periods; tackling 
excessive working hours; better reconciliation of work and family life; and clarifying areas 
whether the law appears unclear. At the same time, the European Commission has presented a 
detailed Report on the implementation of the current Directive in the EU Member States, which 
presents the current state-of-play in each Member State, identifying the main areas of non-
compliance or of legal uncertainty. For further information:  
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=329&langId=en&newsId=964&furtherNews=yes 

MEPs warn governments not to cut health spending 
Meeting in Brussels on 24-26 January 2011 for the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
Committee (ENVI) of the European Parliament, the MEPs called on the EU Member States not to 
reduce the money and resources allocated for health care, concerned that austerity measures 
will widen health gaps in the EU. The MEPs also urged them to make better use of the resources 
and to take measures to limit the negative impact of the crisis on the healthcare sector. Finally, 
the ENVI Committee adopted a report on reducing health inequalities in the EU, referring to a 
European Commission initiative aiming to reduce the gaps in areas such as life expectancy, 
infant mortality and living and working conditions. Once adopted by the European Parliament 
the initiative will go to Member States for their input. The Commission should publish a first 
progress report in 2012. For further information:  
http://ec.europa.eu/health/social_determinants/policy/index_en.htm  

Health programme 
Last 11 January, the European Commission released an updated version of the list of national 
focal points of the EU Member States participating in the Programme of Community Action in 
the field of health (2008-2013). For further information:  
http://ec.europa.eu/health/programme/policy/index_en.htm 

€40 million start-up fund for junior researchers in Europe in 2011  
40 million euros for over 400 grants will be offered to researchers who are starting a full time 
research activity in a European research institute in 2011. The 100.000 euros allocated to 
professional integration grants, as a mean to encourage the European scientists to return to 
Europe and the new researchers from other countries to come and work in universities, 
companies and other institutions across Europe, will be funded by the Marie Curie Programme.  

Publications 

CALLIOPE - EU eHealth Interoperability Roadmap 
The project CALLIOPE, aiming to produce value for decision makers for national eHealth 
implementations, in which the EFN was involved as stakeholder, has reached its end in 
December 2010. As a result, an eHealth Interoperability Roadmap has been published, aiming 
to provide a view of what eHealth is about, describing possible “highways” and presenting a 
coherent factual basis for decision making, and identifies the interoperability challenges to be 
addressed in priority (eID, standardization, semantic, legislation, economics, evidence and 
collaborative governance) and proposes a set of policy Recommendations to address them. For 
further information: www.calliope-network.eu. 

“Health at a Glance: Europe 2010” 
The European Commission DG SANCO and the OECD jointly published a report entitled “Health 
at a Glance: Europe 2010”, which provides useful insight into the current situation of health in 
the EU, and compiles data from the OECD, Eurostat and WHO. It also presents key trends on 
health, health systems and health spending in the 27 EU Member States, plus Iceland, Norway, 
Switzerland, and Turkey. 

EMA Road map to 2015 
The European Medicines Agency has published its final “Road map to 2015”, which sets out the 
Agency’s vision in further developing its role as a European public-health agency in the field of 
medicines. Detailed information on the implementation of the road map will be provided in the 
document 'From vision to reality', to be published shortly. 
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